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September 11, 2008- Statement of the Archdiocese of Boston Regarding Rev. David Ajemian

Today, the Archdiocese of Boston was informed that Fr. David Ajemian, against the wishes of his bishop, Cardinal
Sean P. O’Malley, and medical professionals, checked himself out of a medical facility located outside Massachusetts
where he has been staying for the past several months. Our understanding is that he plans initially to return to Mas-
sachusetts to the care of his family.

As a priest of the Archdiocese of Boston, Fr. David Ajemian made a promise of obedience to his bishop when he
was ordained in 2001. In the context of these vows and with his medical care a priority, Fr. Ajemian was instructed to
remain at an out of state residential treatment facility indefinitely to receive the care he requires. By his own actions,
he has violated this mandate from his bishop. Therefore, he is Absent Without Permission. He is not authorized to
function as a priest.

We pray for Fr. Ajemian, for his family and for all those who are concerned about his health and well-being. We also
pray for those who have been impacted by Fr. Ajemian’s actions.
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