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 A R C H D I O C E S E   O F   B O S T O N

Sample Message for Parish Bulletins:

Over the past two years, a crisis in the home mortgage industry has been hurting the financial health and stability of families throughout the Archdiocese.  A recent dramatic increase in unemployment has compounded this problem and put otherwise secure families at risk of losing their homes.  The number of foreclosures expected this year will affect thousands of families in Massachusetts.   While the crisis is serious, at the same time there are many resources available to help people keep their homes.  If you or anyone you know has fallen beyond on payments, there are alternatives to foreclosure.  Borrowers are encouraged to contact their lenders as soon as possible or to seek help doing so.  If you are renting a home that has been foreclosed upon, you may not have to move out at all.  The most important advice for everyone affected is to seek help and seek it early.

To see if you qualify for assistance through several new federal programs, visit http://financialstability.gov/makinghomeaffordable/ The national HOPE hotline is also a good place to start to find counseling and assistance at the local level.  It is a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week hotline (888-995-HOPE (4673) or www.995hope.org) that offers individualized counseling in English & Spanish.  The Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America is also assisting many owners facing foreclosure and can refer you for local assistance through 1-888-302-6222.  For more information, go to www.naca.com.  

~~~~~

Parishes might also include the contact information for local counseling agencies in the bulletin, (see “Foreclosure Prevention Resources”).   For example: 

“Lynn residents and those in nearby towns are encouraged to call the Lynn Housing Authority and Neighborhood Development at 781-581-8611 and the Community Services Network at 781-438-5981 for counseling.”

If you have any questions about which resources to include, please call Molly at 617-350-8885, x115 or contact any of the agencies directly. Please do not provide this phone number to parishioners or other individuals as the Planning Office is not set up to handle the volume of calls that may result.

