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Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
May 13, 2009 

Summary 
 
Sr. Marian Batho opened the meeting at 6:40PM.  She introduced two new APC members, Louis 
Geoffrion and Jean-Riguel Ulysse.   The November 2009 APC meeting has been rescheduled for 
October 29th. 
 
Opening Remarks 
Cardinal Sean remarked on the successful Women’s and Men’s Catholic Conferences in April.  
The Year of the Priest begins on Sacred Heart Sunday in June.  Events will focus on religious 
vocations.  Fr. David Couturier, OFM Cap. has been appointed as the new Director of Pastoral 
Planning for the Archdiocese.   
 
Social Justice Committee 
Pat Dineen reported the plan for a social justice conference entitled “In the Footsteps of Christ” 
to take place from 9:00 until 2:30 on October 7th at BC High School.  Cardinal Sean will open 
the conference and Fr. Bryan Hehir will present the keynote address on the social justice 
teachings of the Church.  Two sets of breakout sessions will focus on specific issues.  APC 
members are strongly encouraged to participate and to actively help with the conference if at all 
possible.  . 
 
Improved Financial Relationship Committee 
Herb Lynch, APC representative to the IFRC, said the committee’s goal was to design a 
fundraising model that would benefit both the parishes and the Pastoral Center.  The committee 
has met 14 times, conducted surveys and held many meetings with pastors, priests PPCs and 
PFCs.   
 
Scot Landry, Director of the Annual Catholic Appeal distributed a handout outlining a proposed 
model that is used in most dioceses in the U.S.  The “new” model will 
 

 eliminate the fees that parishes now contribute for Catholic schools and hospitals; 
 provide parishes with assistance from third party fundraising professionals; and 
 parishes that reach their fundraising goals will keep more of the funds in their parish.   

 
Concerns were raised about: 
 

 this may not be a good time to come out with a new fundraising model;   
 some parishes which have the benefit of rental income from leasing their unused 

buildings;   parishes without these assets are at a disadvantage; and  
 whether parishes continue to send envelopes to the elderly who are on fixed incomes.   

 
Pastoral Response in the Troubled Economy 
Following up on the presentation by Fr. Bryan Hehir at the January APC meeting, members 
gathered in groups by region to discuss how their churches are assisting persons affected by the 
economic downturn.  The following comments arose from the discussions: 
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 All of the regions mentioned increased demand at local food pantries;  
 St. Vincent de Paul Societies have been very active;  
 Several parishes have support groups for those looking for jobs; 
 Some parishes offer assistance with resume writing; 
 Small groups for mutual support, both practical and spiritual, are helpful; 
 A networking wine and cheese event introduced job seekers and parishioners who might 

be able to assist them;   
 An interfaith program for job-seekers is being run from a Presbyterian church in 

Needham;   
 The principal at Mt. Alvernia High School requested a $10,000 pay cut in order that 

money could be spent where there was greater need;   
 One parish sponsors a non-profit literacy program;   
 Twelve pastors met recently to plan outreach efforts to those in foreclosure;  
 Mass Housing partnership 
 Parishes should work on better communication among parishioners, pastors and parish 

staff so they can be a resource for those in need;   
 Schools should contact the families of students who do not return to find out if there is a 

need for relief services; 
 Suggestion was made for a ‘resource book’ to identify social service agencies where 

people might seek help.   
 
 

Closing Remarks 
Cardinal Sean spoke about the Rite of Catechumens which took place on the first Sunday of 
Lent.  Lawrence sent the most catechumens to the rite.  Evangelization was the theme of the 
Chrism Mass.  Cardinal Sean expressed concern that many Catholics view the church from the 
perspective of consumers; they come when they need a sacrament and they go where they like 
the music.  He suggested that we need to change consumers into evangelists.  The Church can 
provide religious formation, but the disciples need to do the outreach.  The Arise program has 
brought back some Catholics who had been away from the Church.  The Cursillo movement is 
reaching out to Arise participants.  In Phoenix, the “Come Home Catholics” program has 
increased Mass attendance by 15%. 
 
Cardinal Sean thanked Sister Marian for organizing the meeting and added his own welcome to 
the two new members.  Cardinal Sean closed the meeting with prayer at 9:05PM. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Suzanne Robotham 
Recording Secretary  
 


