
  

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
January 10, 2010 

Minutes 
 

Update from the Archdiocesan Vocations Office 
Fr. Dan Hennessey, Director of the Vocations Office, described the current efforts to create a 
culture of vocations in the Archdiocese.  He distributed a handout listing the many outreach 
initiatives offered by the Vocation Office.  Among them are meetings with parish, school and 
young adult groups, St. Andrew Dinners, discernment retreats, the Serra Club, and FaceBook. 
Additionally, the Vocation Office is involved with the Annual Eucharistic Congress, the Pro-Life 
March in Washington, DC and the Christ Speaks in the City Lecture Series.  The Office also 
reaches out to men who may consider the priesthood later in life. 
 
In response to a question about what might indicate to a parent that a child has a religious 
vocation, Fr. Dan replied that such a child would be eager to be a good Christian and show love 
for the Church.  He emphasized that parents should encourage all children to seek an 
understanding of what God wants for them.  An APC member responded that we need to do a 
better job of teaching children to listen to God.  Three priests were named as being very effective 
in nurturing vocations to the priesthood:  Msgr. John Dillon Day, Msgr. Finn and Fr. Coyne.  A 
council member suggested that a study be undertaken to identify the reasons for their success. 
 
A few parishes now have Vocation Awareness Teams.  Fr. Dan said that there were no materials 
available at this time to advise parents on vocation awareness.  He mentioned that parents are 
often an obstacle to their child’s vocation.  Two suggestions were offered: form focus groups of 
parents to explore the reasons for this resistance; and promote Fr. James Martin’s book, My Life 
with the Saints, which tells the story of his vocation.  Another council member recommended 
increasing vocation awareness programs in parishes from once per year to four times per year.  
Fr. Dan asked the APC to pray for the participants of the upcoming Discernment Retreat and to 
encourage their parish priests to speak more frequently about vocations.  
 
APC Member Updates 
Sr. Marian announced that Maureen O’Brien and Buffy Walsh received Cheverus Awards in 
January for their outstanding service to the Church.  She welcomed Leo Byron, Charles 
Famolare, Michele Felix, Ann Paradis, Maryann Sadowski, Joseph Sanon and Nancy Sheehan as 
new APC members.  Reappointed members are Herb Lynch, Betty Sniegoski and Buffy Walsh.  
Sr. Marian asked all members to complete new contact information sheets and requested 
nominations for an additional member needed on the APC Steering Committee.  
 
Opening Remarks 
Cardinal Sean stated that he had completed several of the ten scheduled vicariate visits to receive 
feedback on the proposed pastoral priorities for the Archdiocese.  So far, the top priority is 
fostering a culture of evangelization. 
 
Catholics Come Home 
Years ago, Janet Benestad, began her work in evangelization when she was asked to start a 
support group for Catholic parents whose grown children no longer practiced their faith.  As 
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Secretary for Faith Formation and Evangelization, she is now working on two initiatives for 
evangelization in the Archdiocese. The ‘Light is on for You’ is a Lenten program offering the 
sacrament of Reconciliation every Wednesday evening in every parish.  The program will be 
advertised on both TV and radio in the Boston area to rekindle interest in this sacrament and 
provide lapsed Catholics especially an opportunity to reconnect with the Church.  A council 
member suggested that parishes invite prayer groups to be at the church during the program to 
pray for those coming for the sacrament and also to provide additional security.  Guides for 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation are posted online for parishes to print and make 
available in their church.  Council members asked if these materials were multi-lingual and 
whether this program would be offered on college campuses. 
 
The second program is ‘Catholics Come Home’ developed by a Catholic media specialist in 
Phoenix.  The first phase will be the design and launch of a website.  Phase two will follow in 
Advent 2010 with a series of targeted TV commercials.  Phase three calls for the creation of a 
welcoming atmosphere in parishes to engage new members.  Parish staff and volunteers will 
receive training to energize active Catholics in support of the program providing information, 
hospitality and fundraising.  Janet noted that a vast number of New Englanders are currently not 
church-goers. 
 
Proposed Catechetical Certificate  
Drs. Angela and David Franks described the proposed Catechetical Certificate program at St. 
John’s Seminary entitled “Mission to Evangelize”.  “The gift of Vatican II is the emancipation of 
the laity to evangelize” explained Angela Franks. The Catechetical Certificate program seeks to 
nurture the baptismal faith of the laity and provide them with sophisticated skills to pass on the 
Catholic faith to the next generation.  Skills workshops, spiritual reflections as well as classes in 
developmental psychology and pedagogy will supplement a 32-hour theological core based on 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Classes will be held from 9AM until 3PM on eight 
Saturdays during the year.  Anyone may apply for the program; there will be no admission 
requirements.  Tuition is expected to be $250.   
 
The Catechetical Certificate program will further expand the role of the seminary which 
currently sponsors the Masters of Arts in Ministry (MAM) program in addition to preparing men 
for diocesan priesthood.   David Franks noted that the seminary programs are important because 
“the majority of academic theologians don’t believe the articles of faith”.  He added that the 
program will try to communicate the love of God beyond the theological truths. 
 
Continued Discussion on Pastoral Planning 
Recent research finds that only 17% of baptized Catholics attend Sunday Mass on a regular 
basis.  This disturbing news has sparked a renewed interest in evangelization among Catholics. 
Joshua Phelps, Assistant Director of Pastoral Planning, said that the Church, at every level, needs 
to prayerfully consider why people have abandoned their faith.  We must evaluate our strengths 
and weaknesses and recognize the opportunities and threats we face.  In order to prepare parishes 
to focus on this work, the Office of Pastoral Planning is preparing a new manual for Parish 
Pastoral Councils (PPCs).  The Office is currently researching PPC manuals used in other U.S. 
dioceses.  The new manual for Boston will emphasize the visionary, deliberative and prayerful 
role of the PPC.  It will present scriptural references and ecclesial writings concerning 
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consultative councils in the Church followed by operational guidelines and resources for pastoral 
planning in both parishes and collaboratives.  Josh estimated that a draft manual might be 
distributed for consultation in a few months. 
   
Q: Is this manual being coordinated with other Archdiocesan efforts?  A: The goal is for every 
parishioner to think about his/her role as a member of the Body of Christ as their parishes 
determine which ministries are appropriate in their area.  Q: Are there any plans for PPC 
convocations so that parishes can learn from each other?  A: Not right now.  However, the new 
manual will help parishes work with neighboring parishes and the collaboratives will facilitate 
the sharing of best practices. Some collaboratives have already been asking for help in planning 
together.  This is one of our big efforts right now. 
 
Closing Remarks 
Sr. Marian requested that council members spread the good messages shared at this meeting 
when they contact the parishes with which they are linked.   
 
Cardinal Sean welcomed the new and returning council members and expressed his gratitude to 
Sr. Marian for organizing tonight’s meeting.    
 
The Archdiocese has sent an initial group of doctors to Haiti.  A local donor loaned his plane to 
take them to the northern part of the country where the Knights of Malta have organized a 
trauma center.  The Cardinal spoke appreciatively of the generous response of aid from the 
people of the Archdiocese.  
 
Many parishes are participating in the March for Life in DC.  A Vigil Mass will be celebrated 
tomorrow morning before they depart.  In Washington, the March for Life Mass will be at the 
Verizon Center.  So many people are expected that a satellite site has been made available.  
 
St. John’s Seminary has almost 100 seminarians now and is so full that the annual Vocation 
Discernment Retreat cannot be held there this year.  Some currently unusable rooms at the 
Seminary will need to be renovated.  Cardinal Sean stated that he had a great experience with the 
young evangelists at the Focus meeting in Orlando he recently attended.  Focus is a peer ministry 
program on college campuses including those in Boston.  There are 250,000 students in Boston 
area colleges. 
 
Fr. O’Leary, Rector of the Cathedral is getting the site ready for the upcoming Women’s and 
Men’s conferences. 
 
Cardinal ended the meeting with prayer at 9:10PM and wished everyone a safe journey home. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Suzanne Robotham 
Recording Secretary 


