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Summary 
 

 
Opening Remarks                                                                                                                          
Sr. Marian Batho opened the meeting at 6:30PM.   

Cardinal Sean presented Bob Gadbois with the Cheverus medal.  Holy Trinity and Lawrence 
Academies are both doing well in enrollment.  $1 M was raised on Evangelization Sunday for 
the Catholics Come Home campaign.   

Why Catholic?                                                                                                                            
Sister Honora and Cathleen Ogle distributed a report on the Arise program.  Over30 thousand 
people participated in the program.  Many Arise participants signed up for the Lenten Longings 
program.  A follow-up program entitled “Why Catholic?” begins next fall.   

Catholics Come Home (CCH) Update                                                                                                 
Janet Benestad said the program was launched on Ash Wednesday and many people have 
responded positively.  A member suggested that this sort of program be run every 3 to 5 years to 
keep the Church growing.   

Mass counts will be conducted in March and May to evaluate the effectiveness of this campaign.  
90% of the money raised for Catholics Come Home went towards the TV and radio spots.  The 
Evangelization Guide can be downloaded from CatholicsComeHomeBoston.org.   

Improved Financial Relationship Committee (IFRC)                                                                  
The 33 pilot parishes saw an average increase in offertory collections of 11%.  Parishes which 
also sponsored an increased giving campaign experienced an increase of 15 – 17%.   A few of 
the fundraising firms initially employed were replaced due to negative feedback from some 
parishes.    

Follow-up on Previous Meetings                                     
The Pastoral Planning Commission appointed in January has been meeting twice monthly since 
early February.  

The Theological Institute for the New Evangelization, a new institute for adult faith formation at 
St. John’s Seminary has now been publicly announced.  It will offer several different programs 
of study: the Master of Arts in Ministry, a Catechetical Certificate, a Catholic Theology 
Certificate and a Master’s in Theological Studies for the New Evangelization as well as non-
degree programs.   

The Catholic Media Group, which presented at the September 2010 meeting, reports that its 
church bulletin printing company is doing well.  WQOM (1060 AM) went on the air November 
1st.  The station is available on I-Tunes. 
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A council member asked about the status of the fundraiser with Fr. John Corapi scheduled at the 
TD Garden in August.  Fr. Erikson answered that the convenerhas not decided yet whether the 
event should be cancelled.   

What Do I Need to Hear?                                                   
Fr. Leonard O’Malley, pastor of St. Peter Parish in Cambridge, recently convened a meeting of 
five neighboring parishes to discuss pastoral planning together.   

A council member from Quincy suggested that priests should celebrate Mass at different parishes 
in their vicariate.  

The Hingham-Hull-Pembroke parishes appreciated Fr. Couturier’s help in their pastoral planning 
efforts.  

Collaborative planning has started in Brockton in anticipation of three parishes there sharing one 
pastor.  

A council member from Lawrence expressed concern that the parishes there with strong 
leadership were thriving, but unfortunately her parish was not among these.   

Another council member attended a meeting about clergy sex abuse at which a strong call was 
made for the Archdiocese to release the names of all priests who have been credibly accused.  A 
memo was sent to Cardinal Sean summarizing the thoughts expressed at the meeting.  The group 
would like the Cardinal to respond.   

Two people remarked that they were disappointed when the list of accused priests was made 
public by a lawyer for many of the plaintiffs, not by the Archdiocese.   

The current situation in Philadelphia was mentioned as an example of how a diocese should not 
respond to claims of clergy sex abuse.   

One person praised the Cardinal’s work for repentance and reconciliation in Ireland.   

A commenter expressed dismay at the reappointment of chancellor Pastoral Center Cabinet 
member, his perception of “nepotism” at the Pastoral Center and the lack of a clear public 
accounting of the circumstances leading to the suit filed by the Daughters of St. Paul.   

Someone recommended that the Archdiocese respond swiftly and honestly to the recent threats 
from the a former prominent Chancery employee about the lay pension plan.   

Several members said that Catholics Come Home was having a positive effect in their parishes.   

A new member asked for a copy of Why Catholic? in order to have it translated for the Catholic 
Chinese community. 

The last speaker remarked that most of the people at the Masses in his assigned parishes were in 
their 60’s and 70’s.  An empty church stands in his neighborhood and he wondered when it 
would go on the market.  
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Closing Remarks                                                                                                                            
Fr. Erikson noted that while the APC initially welcomed the public disclosure, it had a more 
mixed response following the news of widespread clergy sex abuse in Europe last fall.   

He announced that no decision has been made about the seven churches still in appeal as the 
consultation on relegation to profane use continues 

He also informed the council that Fr. Foley was criticized in one of the blogs for spending money 
on a trip to New Orleans for a priests’ conference.  Actually, Fr. Foley did not go the conference.  

Cardinal Sean clarified that the disclosure project is moving forward.  The difficulty remains in 
whether to disclose the names of deceased priests who have been accused.   

The Cardinal is puzzled by the attitude of chancellor former prominent Chancery employee with 
respect to his remarks about the pension plan.  He was also disappointed that the attorney for the 
Daughters of St. Paul did not approach him about leaving the pension plan before filing suit.  
Both parties are now in mediation.   

Cardinal Sean closed the meeting with a prayer at 9:00PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Suzanne Robotham                                                                                                                        
Recording Secretary 
 


