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Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
June 23, 2011 

Minutes 

Opening Remarks                                                                                                                                
Sr. Marian Batho opened the meeting at 6:55PM.  She welcomed Br. John Kachinsky, F.M.S. as the 
newest member of the APC and presented Sr. Amora with a gift for her service to the council.  

Fr. Rich Erikson’s term as Vicar General will end in September.  Tom Nuttal expressed the APC’s 
appreciation of Fr. Erikson’s strong support of the council and his untiring work with us. Fr. Rich 
offered his thanks for the council’s wisdom and commitment to the Church and also to Sr. Marian as 
Moderator of the APC.  

Cardinal Sean spoke about events that occurred since the last council meeting.  In May, five men 
were ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese.  Priests attending workshops about the new 
Roman Missal have responded positively to the revised translation.  

Archdiocesan Pastoral Planning Commission (APPC)                                                                    
Fr. David Couturier, Director of the Pastoral Planning Office, spoke about the progress of the APPC 
appointed last January by Cardinal Sean to advise him on pastoral planning issues. In order to best 
serve parishes in a time when the number of priests is declining, a number of options are being 
considered by the Commission. The APPC hopes to have a working model of the plan for priests and 
parishes to discuss by early October.   Comments and questions followed relating to what the 
implications of the options under consideration may be. 

Pastoral Associate Certification Process                                                                                       
Given the coming changes in parish life, a certification process is being recommended for pastoral 
associates (PA’s).  Their training will ensure that they understand the tasks and expectations for their 
role and are faithful to the developments in Church documents. Fr. David asked council members to 
review the draft document on certification for the next APC meeting.  
 
Follow-up From Previous Meetings                                                                                                
Janet Benestad is sending weekly emails about the progress of the Catholics Come Home program. 
The outreach efforts continue in local parishes.  Further discussion of evangelization was requested.  
Sr. Marian asked that members reflect on the Cardinal’s Pentecost letter on evangelization before the 
next meeting.  She announced that the 2011 Social Justice Convocation is scheduled for October 29th 
at the Pastoral Center.                                                                                                                               

Closing Remarks                                                                                                                         
Cardinal Sean spoke about the Mass that had been planned at St. Cecilia’s Parish to coincide with the 
Gay Pride Month.  He said the Church needs to reach out to the gay community, but because the 
Mass was associated with Gay Pride Month, it needed to be rescheduled. The Cardinal added that it is 
very challenging to respond to the emotionally laden issues of homosexuality and same-sex marriage 
in our society. 

Cardinal Sean praised Fr. Rich Erikson’s great influence on the Archdiocese.  He commented that our 
sacramental prep programs are also methods of evangelization.  Fr. Jonathan Gaspar is developing a 
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teaching Mass that will help catechize many Catholics. 

The Cardinal will attend World Youth Day in Madrid this August in the company of more than 400 
teens from the Archdiocese.  He asked everyone to pray for and encourage vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.  The vocations are there, but young adults need help to discover and 
follow them. 

Cardinal Sean closed the meeting with prayer at 8:55PM. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Suzanne Robotham                                                                                                                        
Recording Secretary 


