
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting 
December 4, 2012 

 
Sister Marian opened the meeting by welcoming and thanking everyone for their flexibility in 
rescheduling due to the cancellation of the APC meeting on November 7th. 
 
Sister Marian invited all APC members to extend prayerful best wishes and congratulations to 
Bishop-elect Deeley on the announcement of his Ordination to the Episcopacy on January 4, 
2013. 
 
Cardinal Seán offered sincere thanks to all for the hard work in defeating Question #2.  This was 
a wonderful example of everyone working together. 
 
Cardinal Seán has approved Disciples in Mission, the pastoral plan for the Archdiocese. Phase I 
will begin in July. 
 
Cardinal Sean expressed his sincere thanks to all who were completing their terms of service  
in 2012: 
 
Kevin Casey 
Ellen Connell 
Kevin Delehanty 
Jane Devlin 
Louis Geoffrion 
Sharon Moore 
Phil Moran  
Rev. Leonard O’Malley 
Rev. Frank Silva 
Kevin Smith 
Jean-Riguel Ulysse 
David Vise. 
 
Cardinal Seán introduced Michael Lavigne, Senior Associate in the Office of the New 
Evangelization.  Michael Lavigne spoke about programs and events related to the Year of Faith. 
The website for the Year of Faith is www.YearofFaithBoston.org.  The website has resources 
that can be helpful to parishes: 
 

• Helping Parishioners Grow in Knowledge 
• Helping Parishioners Encounter Christ 
• Helping Parishioners Witness and Share Faith With Others 
• Bulletin Resources 
• Year of Faith Companions 

 
There will be a Year of Faith Media Challenge 
Catholic Faith Essentials will consist of 5 Seasons of 6 sessions 
 
Michael emphasized some very important moments for evangelization 

• Marriage Preparation Programs 
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• Baptismal Preparation 
• Sacramental Preparation for parents 
• Radical hospitality to families with young children 

 
This can be accomplished by bearing witness to the faith.  Fidelity to prayer and the sacramental 
life of the Church provides the foundation for evangelization. 
 
One APC member spoke about the importance of bringing people together through music. 
He also mentioned that children can evangelize their parents.  
 
What Do I Need to Hear? 
 

• The live-streaming of the news conference for the Pastoral Plan and the Year of Faith 
have been excellent.   
 Let’s hope it results in much good for the Church of Boston. 

• Thank you for two wonderful terms as a member of the APC. 
 Several APC members expressed gratitude for the opportunity to be members of 
the APC 

• The vocation of Brother seems to be disappearing in the United States.  Is there any way 
to change this trend? 

• Some in the Merrimack Valley are concerned about the Pastoral Plan. 
• Thank you for your efforts on behalf of Question #2.   

 What have we learned from this experience?   
 Can we use this in other areas where the Church wants to make a difference? 

• The parishioners at St. Patrick’s in Roxbury are in need of a Cape Verdean priest. 
• Some Hispanic parishes are in need of pastoral support. 
• Would you consider a program in Haiti to recruit seminarians for the Archdiocese of 

Boston? 
• The Christmas Appeal letter included reference to the ministry to the homebound.  The 

letter was somewhat confusing. 
• The spirit, talent and wisdom of APC members are underutilized. 


