
1 
 

ARCHDIOCESE PASTORAL COUNCIL 
May 14, 2012 

MINUTES 
 

 
OPENING REMARKS: 
Sister Marian opened the meeting and acknowledged Phil Moran who was awarded the 
Thomas Moore Award from the Pro-Life Defense Fund on April 27th.   She also informed 
members of our next 2 meetings scheduled for September 20 and November 7 at 530 PM. 
 
Cardinal Sean congratulated Phil Moran on his distinction and then addressed the Council 
about the many exciting events that have been and will be happening in the Archdiocese. 

• On April 27th the Annual Eucharistic Congress of College Students and Young 
Adults met in the North End. It was a wonderful evening involving Mass, good food, 
good discussions and Eucharistic Procession through the North End.   The 
Archdiocese is working hard with the young adults to get them more actively 
involved and excited about their faith. 

• On May 6th the Suffering of the Innocents Concert was held at Symphony Hall. 
• On May 23rd  6 seminarians will be the ordained to the priesthood for the 

Archdiocese of Boston. 
• On May 26th, there will be a Vigil on the eve of Pentecost at the Cathedral.  Over 

1000 people from different groups that are involved with Evangelization have been 
invited. 

• On June 10th at Our Lady Help of Christians in Newton there will be a Mass for all 
the volunteers that have been involved with Child Protection Efforts in the 
Archdiocese.  There have been so many people involved over the past 10 years and 
it is an opportunity to show the community that safeguarding our children is a 
priority in the Archdiocese. 

• Cardinal Sean will be attending the International Conference of the Family. The 
Holy Father is expected to attend. Over 1 million people are expected to participate. 

• Catholic Charities recently held a fundraiser at the Kennedy Library. 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES MANDATE 
 
Father Brian Hehir, the Director of Health and Human Services for the Archdiocese 
addressed the Council concerning the HHS Mandate.  
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HISTORY: 
• Mandate is rooted in the Affordable Care Act (Dec. 2010), which attempted to 

address three issues in health care: coverage, cost, and quality. 
• In Summer 2011, HHS wrote an initial draft of regulations to implement the 

Affordable Care Act.   Essence of the problem for the Church: some covered 
procedures (with no co-pay) include contraception and abortion services. Institutions 
(e.g. Catholic colleges/universities, hospitals, social service agencies) would be 
forced to provide coverage to their employees. Sub-theme which has emerged from 
this: can any employer object to mandated coverage on the grounds of religious 
freedom? (e.g. Blunt Amendment – not passed)   The Act provides for universal 
coverage for all; and government exchanges to assist individuals/employers who 
cannot afford coverage   Apart from the current issue of morally objectionable 
covered procedures, the Catholic Bishops of the United States have supported 
universal health coverage since the New Deal. 

• The proposed regulations included preventative services because it has been 
determined that preventative services result in better health for the population.  This 
is where the conflict between the Church and the Mandate began because the 
Mandate considers women’s reproductive healthcare and contraception a 
preventative service.   

• In the past, when there has been a conflict between the Government and a religious 
group, an exemption is made for the religious group   Initially the Obama 
Administration said they would grant a religious objection for the Catholic Church 
for the morally objectionable coverage.   The Administration decided to base their 
exemption as it was defined by the State of California. To qualify, you have to be a 
nonprofit organization serving only your community and actively teaching the moral 
principles of your faith.  This covers the Archdiocese and individual parishes but 
excludes Catholic Charities, Catholic educational and health care services.  

• The Archbishops led by Bishops Lori and Dolan began to voice their objection to 
the Mandate.  Presently they continue to have open communication with the White 
House and are looking to other religious groups for support with their objections. 
They also are looking for legislative redress and may seek judicial redress through 
the courts if necessary. 

 
 
CURRENTLY: 

• In March 2012, another draft of enabling regulations was developed and is in the 
comment period. HHS is to review comments and in June 2012, issue a second draft 
which will have another comment period before the final version of the regulations 
is written. 
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Father Hehir feels that the most important aspect is to keep it simple and clear cut.  The 
principle that religious communities have the right to formulate their own rules based on 
their beliefs must be defended.  One solution would be if the Mandate redefines who falls 
under the religious exemption to cover a broader area including other religious 
organizations.  The White House has to definitely consider how this will affect the many 
Catholic organizations that are instrumental in helping the poor and underprivileged of our 
country. 
 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTED SUICIDE: 
 
Janet Benestad, Secretary for Faith Formation and Evangelization. was introduced to the 
APC to give an update on Question #2 that will be on the ballot in November concerning 
Physician Assisted Suicide.  The Archdiocese has a campaign plan that involves two 
phases: 

• Phase One:  There will be an educational campaign that will include handouts pew 
cards and bulletin announcements to be distributed to all the Parishes in the 
Archdiocese. 

• Phase Two: will include a broader outreach to help people better understand the 
question and its impact the person who is ill and families.  Several suggestions 
include: Informational Meetings, Evenings of Reflection, and a Town Meeting on 
Catholic TV. 

 
APC COMMITTEES: 
 
Each committee chair provided a brief summary of the task/work 
of each committee: 
 

• Communication 
o Kevin Delehanty spoke about the need for more volunteers for this committee.   
o The original purpose was to develop better ways for the Archdiocese and 

APC to communicate with the parishes.   
o Communication tools have been effective: 

 The new Boston Catholic website  
 The Pilot on line  
 The Cardinal’s blog and the many other means of outreach.   

o The Committee began with 11 members and now has only  
o The Committee has also worked on the linkage of APC members with 

parishes 
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• Social Justice:     
o The objectives for the Social Justice Committee are to:  

 1. Understand and promote the Social Justice teachings of the Church    
 2. Identify Social Justice issues and prioritize  
 3. Give knowledge about social injustices 
 4. Facilitate action  

 
• Parish Life and Leadership:   

o The committee did a study in 2009 of Parish Councils 
o The committee is looking for its next project 

 
• Faith Formation:   
• The Committee has combined Adult Faith Formation and Evangelization since the 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Planning Commission has been focusing on Evangelization.   
• The Committee is working on a Welcome Packet that could be used as a reference 

for all parishes in the Archdiocese.   
• Focus is developing ideas for parishes to become more welcoming and inviting. 

 
Sister Marian invited all new members (and everyone) to prayerfully consider joining one 
of these subcommittees.  They are all very important aspects of evangelization and can 
only enhance our goal of becoming more inviting and welcoming as individuals, a parishes 
and as an Archdiocese. 
 
In closing, Cardinal Sean thanked Sister Marian and the members for all their hard work 
and generosity of their time to the APC. 
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