
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
May 29, 2013 
 
After Evening Prayer and dinner, Sister Marian welcomed all to the meeting and shared several 
announcements. 
 

• Andy Griswold has been appointed by Cardinal Seán to the APC Steering Committee. 
 

• The Faith Formation and Evangelization Committee, chaired by Jane MacDonald, met on 
May 6 and will meet again on June 18 @6:00 p.m. at the Pastoral Center. 

 
• The Communication Committee, chaired by Diane LeBlanc, met on May 15 and will 

schedule another meeting soon. 
 

• The Parish Life and Leadership Committee, chaired by Herb Lynch, will meet on June 19  
• @6:00 p.m. at the Pastoral Center. 

 
• The Social Justice Convocation will be held on October 5, 2013 at the Pastoral Center.  

More details will be forthcoming. 
 
Cardinal Seán - Opening Remarks 
 
Cardinal Seán shared his experience of the Conclave in March. 
The resignation of Pope Benedict was a surprise.  Attending the last Mass celebrated by Pope 
Benedict on February 28, it was evident that the Holy Father’s health was a concern.  Traveling 
to Brazil for World Youth Day would have been difficult for Pope Benedict.   
 
There were a series of meetings in the various Congregations prior to the Opening of the 
Conclave. The Votation in the Sistine Chapel was a “Pentecost Experience.”  There was a large 
media presence during the conclave.  Cardinal Seán was very aware of the prayerful support of 
the faithful of the Archdiocese of Boston during the Conclave. 
 
Disciples in Mission 
 
Father Paul Soper and Sister Pat Boyle, CSJ provided updates on the training that is happening  
for Disciples in Mission.  Father Paul asked for prayers for Michael Lavigne, Senior Associate to 
the Episcopal Vicar for the New Evangelization, and his wife, Laurie Lavigne, as they anticipate 
the birth of their sixth child.   
 
Father Paul reaffirmed the purpose of Disciples in Mission: Parish-Based Evangelization. 
“Parish-based evangelization works and we can train for it.”  The Phase I pastors and priests who 
will be part of the pastoral team will begin their assignments on June 4, 2013.  The pastors of the 
Phase I Collaboratives are in the process of completing eight days of training.  The training 
consists of three parts: Leadership, Theology and Practice of the New Evangelization and 
Mechanics.  Through use of case-studies the pastors are learning to think collaboratively.  



Several pastors worked together on a Case Study.  The Case Studies used actual data from Phase 
I Collaboratives.   
 
Planning for Phase II of Disciples in Mission will begin on June 5.  Phase II will include a 
variety of parishes.  Father Paul and Sister Pat have begun conversations with Regional Bishops, 
Pastors and Pastoral Councils about readiness of parishes to go into Phase II.  
 
 The Plan looks for approximately 20 new collaboratives each year.  
 
Father Paul and Sister Pat have met with PPC’s and FPC’s who are part of the Phase 1 
Collaborative and are willing to meet in small groups to answer questions or concerns.  Anyone 
interested in having them do a presentation should contact the office. 
 
Comments from APC Members 
 

• Is there a Fact Sheet related to Disciples in Mission that can be shared with parish 
councils? 

• Is there some way to increase awareness of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council with 
individual PPC’s? 

• Would you consider creating a sub-group of the APC to communicate with parishes 
about Disciples in Mission? 

• Could you provide samples of a Pastoral Plan? 
• Is there an opportunity to offer PPCs of various parishes a workshop looking toward the 

future…in anticipation of eventual changes? 
• The Pastoral Plan may want to consider including prayer and spiritual passages with their 

presentations.   Prayer and Spiritual passages are obvious but not necessarily stated when 
discussing Pastoral Planning and this should be considered as we go forward. 

• Should we be proactive and meet with small groups to listen to PPC’s and get a better 
feel for their concerns as well as answer questions they may have and ease their worries? 

• APC voiced concern about getting the message out as detailed and consistant as possible 
for all. 

 
Conversation with Janet Benestad, Secretary for Faith Formation and Evangelization 
How can parish participation in Youth and Young Adult Awards and Catechetical Awards 
Increase? 
 
There was concern by the Steering Committee about the lack of parish participation with 
these important awards and how can we get parishes to better participate and acknowledge 
the youth of our parishes.  Some suggestions include: 
 

• The APC Members share information about the awards  with your assigned parishes  
• Perhaps parishes could follow a process similar to the one used for the Cheverus Awards 
• We want to encourage those who are witnesses to the Faith especially in our youth and 

those who teach them. 
• So much good can come from recognition of our catechetical and youth/young adult 

leaders. 



• Create criteria that can increase participation and recognition of our youth. 
 
What Do I Need to Hear? 
 

• Thank you for helping to address the concerns regarding pastoral care at St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Roxbury. 

• Thank you for your courage in not attending the Commencement at Boston College. 
• Congratulations on your appointment by Pope Francis to the Commission that will study 

the Curia. 
• The parishes in Waltham are very happy with the appointment of Father Michael Nolan 

as Administrator of St. Charles Parish.  Thank you. 
• Thanks for your leadership regarding Disciples in Mission.  The parishioners in Belmont 

are ready for Phase I. 
• Thanks for your kindness to St. Linus Parish in Natick for extending Monsignor Gigi’s 

retirement date to October. 
• I hope that Catholics will take their discipleship seriously as we move into Disciples in 

Mission. 
• Thank you for the Inter-Faith Service held at the Cathedral.   
• Thank you for the wonderful work of Father Paul Soper, Sister Pat Boyle and those who 

are working with them in support of Disciples in Mission. 
• There is great excitement about Pope Francis among Catholics and other denominations 

alike. 
• Kathy Nugent enrolled Cardinal Seán and all APC members in the Association of the 

Shrine at Knock during her recent trip to Ireland 
• Thank you for your pastoral care of the Chinese Community at St. James.  Is it possible 

to have a Chinese priest in Quincy?  The numbers in the Chinese Community in Quincy 
are increasing.  

 
Closing Remarks – Cardinal Seán 
 

• The advice of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council is very important for the Archdiocese. 
• 5 men were ordained for the Archdiocese of Boston this past week in a beautiful 

ceremony and today we had a very nice luncheon for family and friends. 
• The celebration for 25th and 50th Anniversaries of Marriage will be celebrated at the Cathedral 

on June 2.  As we pray for vocations we need to pray for the Vocation to Marriage. 
• Cardinal Seán was hoping the issue of the Commencement at Boston College could be 

avoided.  Prime Minister Enda Kenny had been invited to receive an Honorary Degree 
prior to the legislation related to the abortion law in Ireland.  Cardinal Sean is very 
grateful for Father Leahy’s initiatives to strengthen Catholic identity at Boston College.  

• Next Meeting of the APC will be held on September 24, 2013. 
• Meeting was concluded with a Blessing by Cardinal Sean. 

 
 


