
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting November 5, 2015 
1 | P a g e  

 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting 
November 5, 2015 
 
After Evening Prayer and dinner, Sister Marian Batho welcomed all to the meeting.  Sister 
Marian congratulated and thanked all who were a part of the very successful Social Justice 
Convocation on October 24. 
 
Volunteers from the APC included: 
Rob Ballasty 
Steph Bronner 
Andy Griswold 
Karen Marnik 
Joseph Melanson and his son 
David Melo 
Kathleen Nugent 
Charles Vernon 
Libby Yon 
 
Past APC members Kwasi Sarkodie-Mensah and Phil Walsh returned to assist as well. 
 
Cardinal Seán recognized APC members who had completed their 4-year terms: 
Bill Barnes 
Dick Gill 
Andy Griswold 
Heather Hannaway 
Brother John Kachinsky, FMS 
Diane Leblanc 
Deacon Jim McLaughlin 
Paul Murphy 
Maureen O’Brien 
Sister Stephen Periera, O.Carm. 
Libby Yon  
 
Sister Marian announced that Camille McMahon has resigned from the APC due to family 
responsibilities.   
 
Sister Marian also asked for prayers for Laura Chan who is recuperating from a serious fall. 
 
Opening Remarks – Cardinal Seán 
 

• The Holy Father’s visit was a great grace offering the opportunity for a national retreat.  
• We must continue to promote enthusiasm for the Holy Father’s message.  
• Cardinal Seán met with the priests to talk about initiatives for the Year of Mercy.  
• The film, “Spotlight” will be opening soon.  Cardinal Seán encourages all to accept the 

film with openness and serenity.   
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• Cardinal Seán referred all the Archdiocesan webpage to note the progress has been made 
in responding to allegations of sexual misconduct. 

 
Father Chris Hickey, Pastor of Holy Mother’s Collaborative – Saint Mary Parish, Hanover 
and Saint Helen Parish in Norwell shared his reflection on successful outreach to youth. 
In every parish where Father Chris has been assigned, the LifeTeen program has been an integral 
part of outreach to youth.  The program creates an environment that encourages young Catholics 
to be connected to the Church and to practice their faith. 
. 
Life Teen is a Catholic youth ministry organization and movement that began in 1985 as an 
answer to Saint John Paul II's call for a New Evangelization. It is program that focused primarily 
on the Eucharist. The most important aspect of Life Teen is the Mass held every Sunday night at 
6 p.m. The Life Teen Mass is an active, participatory liturgy during which teens play vital roles 
in all parts of the Mass. Homilies are geared to topics that relate specifically to teens.  The Life 
Teen Band, a professional and energetic five piece band, provides the music at every Mass, 
helping to create an atmosphere that is upbeat and spiritual.  
 
Life Nights are held in the Life House on most Sunday evenings after LifeTeen Mass. These 
nights provide an opportunity for teens to grow deeper in their faith and meet new people. In 
addition to learning about different teachings of the Church, teens also get to discuss how to 
apply these teachings to their daily lives and deal with whatever struggles or issues they are 
facing.  There is time for socializing and meeting new friends.  Each Life Night closes with a 
prayer to the Blessed Mother. 
 
On Monday night there is an opportunity for Pizza and Prayer that offers the teens a chance to 
pray with and for one another, while deepening their relationship with Jesus Christ. The setting is 
informal, relaxed, and peaceful. Occasionally, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is included in 
the program for the evening..  
 
Life Teen offers two overnight retreats every year: one in the fall (Thanksgiving weekend) and 
one in the spring (usually April or May). Retreats provide the teens with some time to get away 
from their daily lives and experience God in a new light. Retreatants become renewed in their 
faith and develop a deeper understanding of God's unconditional love for them. Retreatants are 
also provided with a wonderful opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and adore 
the Lord in Eucharistic Adoration. Many of the teens consider retreats to be major highlights of 
Life Teen and look forward to them months in advance. 
 
There is always a large participation from the program in World Youth Days.  The parish is also 
supporting several vocations to the priesthood as a result of LifeTeen. 
 
Father Chris’ presentation stimulated many questions.  Outreach to youth is an ongoing concern 
in many parishes. 
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Report from the Social Justice Committee 
 
Andy Griswold gave a report on Massachusetts Interfaith Worker Justice. A copy of Andy’s 
report is attached to the notes.  
 
Andy asked Cardinal Sean to consider a recommendation that the work of Massachusetts 
Interfaith Worker Justice be shared with each parish. 
 
Linda DeChristoforo, Pastoral Associate at Our Lady of Grace Parish, Chelsea/Everett and 
Saint Mary Parish, Revere shared her experience of the Archdiocesan Evangelization 
Training.  
 
Linda attended the training with several parishioners from each parish.  Linda readily admitted 
she was somewhat reluctant about the training. However, she and her companions were 
pleasantly surprised.  There were many new insights and they enjoyed being with others from 
parishes throughout the Archdiocese.  
 

• New strategies for evangelization were presented.   
o These strategies are relevant, practical and pertinent. 

• The statistics on discipleship are disturbing. 
• The training focused on the question: “Am I a disciple? 
• As a result of participation in the training:” 

o The parish is now including monthly witness talks at the conclusion of Mass. 
o Seven small faith sharing groups are using “Meeting Christ in Prayer.” 
o During Lent the parishes will be practicing Radical Hospitality 
o The parishes are trying to identify the disciples – with the hope of increasing the 

percentage of  disciples from 7% to 10% 
 
Disciples in Mission 
 
Sister Pat Boyle gave an update on the Collaboratives.  
 

• Training is ongoing.  A schedule of opportunities for training was distributed. 
• Phase I Collaboratives are working very hard on the implementation of pastoral plans.  

There are challenges but certainly many blessings.  The Pastoral Teams are learning a lot 
and energized by what is happening in the parish. 

• Phase II Collaboratives are in the process of writing their pastoral plans. The process of 
approval for Pastoral Plans has been streamlined to provide feedback to Collaboratives in 
a more timely way. 

• Phase II Collaboratives began in June 2015.  They are currently involved in staff training 
and development 

• Phase IV will be announced in December. 
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Closing Remarks – Cardinal Seán 
 

• The Year of Mercy begins on December 8, 2015.   
o It is a time to focus on the themes and messages of Pope Francis.  
o Cardinal Seán has written a Pastoral Letter for the Year of Mercy 
o There will be pilgrimages to the Cathedral.   
o This is a time to lift up the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy andto make 

people aware of the work of the Campaign for Human Development.   
o There needs to be more education around the annulment process.  
o There will be an invitation to couples to have their marriages blessed in the 

Church. 
o An extended “The Light is on for You” is also planned. 

 
Cardinal Sean thanked all for their dedication to the APC and offered the Closing Prayer.   


