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Archdiocesan Parish Council of the Archdiocese of Boston 
Pastoral Center, Braintree 
Tuesday 5 December 2017 

 
 Sister Marian Batho called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 Sister Marian recognized and thanked all who helped with the Social Justice Convocation on 
November 4th. 

 The Social Justice Committee will be meeting this coming Saturday, December 9, at Sisters of St. 
Joseph Motherhouse in Brighton.  All APC members are welcome to attend. 

 Congratulations to Ed Kelly who received the Archdiocese Cheverus Award last Sunday (December 
3). 

 Joe Sullivan is the new Chair of the Communications Committee and will report on the most recent 
meeting on November 15th 

 The following are the meeting dates for the APC for 2018:  
o February 6, 2018 
o May 15, 2018 
o October 23, 2018 
o December 4, 2018 

Cardinal Seán recognized and thanked APC members who completed their 4-year terms:  

 Robert Armano 

 Bob DiLando  

 Tony Esposito 

 Marie Philomene-Pean 

 Jose Ramerez 

 Mary Ann Sadowski. 
  
Cardinal Seán also recognized Sister Marian on her birthday and presented her with a beautiful Christmas 
plant. 
 
Presentation on Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS) – M.C. Sullivan, Chief Health Care Ethicist and Director 
for Initiative on Palliative Care and Advanced Care Planning 

 The Ballot Intitiative for Physician Assisted Suicide In 2012 failed by a very slim margin. 

 The activity around the country was reviewed, with the earliest activities starting in the US 
Northwest. 

 The proponents are aggressive, unrelenting, and determined.   

 Today, there are six states and DC that allow PAS. Thirty states have had legislative efforts. Eleven 
have tabled proposed legislation.  In New England, MA and ME have laws pending. 

 In NY, their highest court indicated there is no constitutional right for PAS, and the state is 
obligated to support the safety and health of its citizens. 

 In MA, today there is a court case in MA claiming a constitutional right to PAS.   

 Today, there are hearings in MA on a regular basis.  This is a very active topic.  There has been a 
significant shift in opinion since the 2012 ballot initiative. 

 Strategies are carefully reviewed 

 We will address this topic at the right time.   

 There is a lot of passion on both sides of this issue. 

 MA Constitution does not allow a ballot question to come back for six years.  Surprisingly, PAS has 
not been included on the 2018 ballot. 
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 Recently there was a vote by the delegates for the Mass. Medical Society, which this past weekend 
shifted their position from opposition to one of neutrality.   

 This was a vote of three-fold to one.   

 This was a strong position that they took, and is arguably not neutral.  

 We are now questioning how doctors are following their medical creed; the vocation to protect, 
preserve and heal.  

 The challenge going forward will be how to recall people to their vocation, of protecting, 
preserving and healing. 

 Currently the MA Nurses Association still opposes this issue.  In health care, there has been an 
erosion of opposition at THE national level.  Some national groups now actually support PAS. 

 The proponents are using the same language as the opposition, such as “medical aid in dying”. 

 We currently have the gift of time, and we need to use it.   

 We have seen how this has played in Belgium, Holland, Columbia and certain other countries.  In 
those counties, PAS has been extended now to those who cannot speak for themselves, in some 
cases with serious questions. 

 Question: How are doctors justifying this?  Answer: They are answering it with compassion, and 
thus justifying their position.  

 Comment: Be aware of the message to do nothing.  We need to pause, but we will collectively act 
when the timing is right.  Let’s not make it an issue if it’s not.  The Bishops have a firm stand on 
this. 

 Question: is there any activity on other than the state level, like federal or local?  Answer: This is 
a state issue, despite not being legal at the federal level.  There is activity in congress for a 
resolution by the proponents, but this strategy could backfire.  The latest Supreme Court Justice 
(Neil Gorsuch) has written a book on PAS prior to his nomination to the Supreme Court.   

 Question: In states where it has been legalized, does opposition continue?  Answer: Yes.   

 Question: What is the incentive for proponents?  Answer: The financial motivation is not clear.  
Some want to impose a philosophical position on society.  There is a push for autonomy.  But 
Christian values dictate a need to care for each other. This de-values life even more than before.   

 The last time we were fighting PAS we cited case studies where PAS has been abused. Some 
studies have shown that PAS has caused a spike in other suicides. 

 When we fought this in 2012, we had two primary campaigns.  One to Catholics and the other to 
the balance of the population. 

 If it is legalized here, it will put families in terrible crisis.  This does not have unanimity among all 
concerned.  

 If this proliferates, the Church will have to establish a position.   

 The palliative care initiative will need to proliferate, and be active in all parishes.  We need to be 
proactive on this, and we need to do the outreach. 

 Question: For priests, are they being steered to palliative care?  Answer: Yes, this is now being 
scheduled.  This includes an upcoming 90-minute training in February 2018.   

 The culture of doctors has shifted.  We need to educate the medical community as much as others. 

 The proponents see every defeat as a success, since it is educating and de-sensitizing the general 
populace on this issue.  There is a cultural shift.  We need to address this. 

 Most arguments in favor are emotional, addressing the “burden” and the “lack of dignity”.  For 
Catholics, including those not currently practicing,  they need to know that dignity cannot be 
addressed by a law. 
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2) Update from the Communications Committee 

 Joe Sullivan is the new Chair provided an update, with clarification of the members and purpose. 

 Sister Marian recently circulated the link for the Tool Kit.  The Committee recently reviewed the 
accomplishments and current tools.   

 The Tool Kit is an important resource, especially for new members,  

 The Communications Committee has also been involved in planning the new member orientation 
class. 

 The Committee will be focusing on the question: Where next?  How can the Communication 
Committee continue to assist APC members with in-reach and out-reach?   

 The Committee is looking to make the Tool Kit more dynamic and interactive. 

 The APC minutes are prepared to assist all members with their on-going duties.   

 The Committee will be planning a survey for all APC members to gather more and better 
information. 

 For example, how best do we communicate the information we heard this evening?   
 
3) What do I Need to Hear? 

 Personifying the issues for PAS is critical.  This is stating the obvious, but it will be important going 
forward. 

 Question on the age of confirmation, and if it will be lowered?  The order of baptism, confirmation 
and Eucharist are the traditional order of these sacraments.  But this is being re-aligned in certain 
jurisdictions like Maine and New Hampshire, who already have changed confirmation down to 
the second grade.  In Boston it is at 10th grade.  The age of confirmation is a much debated topic 
today.  The concern is that young people will ultimately lose contact with the church, and drift 
away.  This is a real problem with families with working parents and other social issues, and with 
people drifting from the church already.  If they have a good experience with confirmation, they 
will likely have a more solid theological development. 

 PAS also addressed palliative care, and a specific example was provided on how well this worked. 

 Two issues from Charlestown.  We are experiencing the concept of Stewardship and intentional 
listening.  Excited to see how these roll out. 

 A card of commitment has been circulated to ask how people can contribute to the Parish, both 
in-kind as well as financial. This is working well. 

 From Beverly, a real estate issue involves the consolidation of two schools.  Is there consideration 
for a sale or leasing?  The RCAB are trying to encourage parishes to not sell but rather to lease.  
It’s ultimately left up to the parish.  Leasing is on-going, while a sale is a one-time activity that will 
not last.  Sometimes the sale is the only option. 

 The Hope Conference is on for 2018, and Cardinal Sean is invited. 

 Some Europeans have addressed PAS. PAS becomes the health plan.  This has resulted in the 
promotion of euthanasia.   

 Question on the response on the public letters on divorce and re-marriage.  Are their resources 
we can turn to on this issue?  The RCAB can identify some resources on this.   

 Cape Verdean community in Boston is continually struggling.  Violent crime, suicide, and 
deportation are commonplace. This is a difficult time.  Cardinal Sean’s visit is greatly appreciated. 

 A situation with the Marist Brothers involves the payment of partial or full real estate taxes, and 
in one case is at the state level that has resulted in litigation.  This is a disturbing trend, and it’s 
unprecedented.  If some of the resources of the church are income-bearing, it draws attention. 
The constitution addresses this and we will continue to fight.  
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 The Cranberry Collaborative on the south shore is a wonderful example of a vibrant early-phase 
collaborative parish.  The Pastor is very motivating in his leadership.  This is a success story.   

 A recent Brazilian Mass in Gloucester was attended and it was very inspiring.  This is a strong 
collaborative.   

 From Norwood, the parishes are in a transitional mode involving 2 stand-alone collaboratives 
Good evangelization is happening. 

 Several good programs for the homeless on the South Shore were mentioned.   

 From Roslindale, one parishioner felt strong-armed on a particular issue.  Formed.org is a new 
initiative that is working very well, and recommended.   

 From Bridgewater, the parishes in the new collaborative are working hard.  Elsewhere the campus 
ministry and prison ministry have been moving forward.   

 Thanks for thoughts on the preservation of the real estate in the archdiocese.  I would like to hear 
more on the intentional listening.  In Quincy, they have a robust parish nursing program.  Other 
parishes could consider a parish nurse program. 

 From Brockton, looking for ways to work with the Cape Verdean community in Boston and 
elsewhere.  There are common problems.   

 From Randolph, there has been a lot of change but the parishes are in good spirits.  We need to 
continue to support the Haitian community. 

 There was a problem with someone who was collecting signatures before Mass on the sidewalk.  
Question: What is the position on this?  Answer: This can be allowed by the local Pastor on church 
property, but they need to be away from the people and in a position where people need to 
approach them rather than them approaching the parishioners.  We sometimes have multiple 
competing themes, which is a problem.   

 Thanks from the Haitian community for the support of immigrants.  There is deep appreciation 
for the on-going support.   

 In South Boston, the twenty and thirty year olds have been involved in a strong movement, and 
this is very encouraging.   

 From Somerville, the evangelical Catholic program is moving forward, but the committed 
population has been less than strong. 

 
Closing Remarks and Prayer - Cardinal Seán 

 As an informational item, gratified by the amount of money (~$2M) raised for victims of national 
disasters.  The Catholic Charities has been very successful in helping people.  In Puerto Rico they 
are in a real crisis, and need a lot of help.  Reflections on a recent visit, and the incredible 
devastation. 

 Attended the beatification of Solanus Casey, in Detroit at Ford Field.   

 Next month, will accompany the Holy Father to Peru.   

 The Holy Father is asking for a day of prayer and penance for the protection of children, and in 
the RCAB this will be on February 3 and 4 2018.   

 Last week was the Clergy Convocation.  The Pastoral Planning Advisory Board presented their 
latest findings. The presentation was very helpful and hopeful.  The board members involved did 
a marvelous job.   

 Thanks to Sister for organizing this evening, and happy birthday again!  To this, the group heartily 
sang “Happy Birthday”. 

 
Adjournment: Following a Closing Prayer, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.   
 


