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Archdiocesan Parish Council of the Archdiocese of Boston 
Pastoral Center, Braintree 
Wednesday 11 October 2017 
 
1) Sister Marian called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with a warm welcome back.  The last 
meeting was 21 February 2017, and the following are the meetings scheduled for 2017-2018. 

o December 5, 2017 
o February 6, 2018 
o May 15, 2018 
o October 23, 2018 
o December 4, 2018 

• Welcome to new APC member Jason Lampron from Saint Mary Magdalen Parish in 
Tyngsboro. 

o Jason is a co-director of the Reason for Our Hope Conference that was held in 
Lowell on September 30.  Jason appeared recently on “This Is The Day” on 
Catholic TV to talk about the conference. 

• The Social Justice Convocation will be held on November 4th at BC High.  Set-up help is 
requested on Friday November 3rd. Assistance is also needed for registration and clean-up 
on November 4th.   

 
2) Opening Remarks – Cardinal Seán welcomed everyone and thanked them for their dedication 

to the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council. 
• Cardinal Sean attended and celebrated the Mass for the Reason for Our Hope Conference 

in Lowell. 
• Cardinal Sean ordained 7 men to the permanent diaconate on September 30 at Saint Edith 

Stein Parish in Brockton.  
• Cardinal Sean celebrated the Opening Masses for each of the seminaries. Each seminary 

building is now full, which is a great blessing. However, there are new logistical 
challenges.  This is a good problem to have. 

• Today the Propagation of the Faith offered a Mission Day for school children that was very 
well attended.  Cardinal Sean celebrated the Mass. 

• The faithful have been very generous to the collections for those areas of the country and 
beyond that are suffering from the hurricanes and other natural disasters. Over $1M was 
collected.   

• Red Mass will be this celebrated this Sunday (October 15) at the new Seaport Chapel. 
 
3) Presentation on Issues Related to Immigrants and Refugees – Marjean Perhot, Director of 

Immigration and Refugee Services, Catholic Charities 
• Immigration is a very important topic because of the Social Gospel of the Church. 
• There are daily changes in policies.  The staff at Catholic Charities are watching these 

changes carefully.  
• Marjean offered a brief primer on the immigration process.  
• She explained the definition of: refugee, lawful permanent resident, non-Immigrant and 

undocumented.   
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• There are approximately 11 million people in the United States who are  “undocumented”.  
Many of the undocumented have overstayed the time on a visa  

• Today the borders are much more fortified. 
• We have a complex and broken immigration system in the United States. 
• Three Executive Orders have been issued recently: Border Security; Interior Enforcement; 

and Refugee & Travelers.  Marjean provided details for each Order 
• Detaining a single person costs taxpayers $125.00 per night per detainee. 
• Interior Enforcement is what is presently receiving the most attention. 
• DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) involved approximately 800,000 

children. 
• TPS (Termination of Temporary Protected) involves up to 330,000 people. 
• Marjean also spoke about the POWR Program whereby parishes sponsor refugee families.   
• Catholic Charities is responding to these recent events and changes in immigration 

enforcement by: 
a. Increasing the number of attorneys 
b. Offering Know Your Rights Presentations 
c. Educating with Facts 
d. Advocacy on the state and national level 

 
4) Convocation of Catholic Leaders – Marianne Luthin and Sister Pat Boyle, CSJ 
Attended the Convocation that was held in Orlando from July 1- 4.   
 
The genesis of the Convocation went back more than nine years when the bishops grew 
concerned about apparent deep divisions between “social justice” and “pro- life” advocates in the 
Church. Using right brain research techniques, the USCCB found these divisions did not extend 
to people in the pews or priests BUT did find that many Catholics seemed disconnected from the 
“why” of their faith – how it impacted their lives. While many Catholics continue to have a 
strong cultural connection to the Church, there is a significant need for/ interest in evangelization 
to better understand/live out their faith. There was also serious anger among Catholics over 
clergy sex abuse which needed healing. In addition to the right brain research, important 
demographic research was analyzed. Two important areas of concern were raised: (1) the 
changing demographics in the Church (40% Hispanic overall – more than half of young 
Catholics – and geographic distribution heavily centered in the South and West) and (2) the 
coming of age of the millennials and their huge disaffection from the Church (explains how 
Catholics are the largest single denomination in the US – but second largest is ex-Catholics). 
Among the research was the disturbing trend that as many as 50% of millennials who leave the 
Church DO NOT BELIEVE IN GOD (a very different evangelization task than traditional 
“boring sermons”, “bad music”, pleas for money, sense of unwelcome). 

The response to these concerns led to a thoughtful reflection on the role of every Catholic as an 
evangelizer. Guided by the pontificate of Pope Francis, what was originally seen as a meeting to 
bring diverse leaders together in a quest for unity became a unique Convocation bringing bishops 
and laity together to live out the Joy of the Gospel. The overarching theme became the call 
of every Catholic to witness to his/her encounter with the spirit of the resurrected Christ in the 
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Church – that encounter has changed history – continues to transform lives – throughout our 
personal example that others see, feel and want to experience that same joy and happiness.  

The Convocation participants included Cardinals, Bishops, priests, religious sisters and priests 
and lay leaders from all over the U. S.  The theme of the Convocation, “The Joy of the Gospel in 
America” was drawn from Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of 
the Gospel).  Evangelii Gaudium calls all Catholics to deepen our relationship with Christ as his 
disciples and then to go forward and make disciples in our parishes, our families and in our 
world.  This is precisely the work of the New Evangelization!  Much of what was presented 
directly correlated to what we in the Archdiocese of Boston are being called to in Disciples in 
Mission which was encouraging for the Boston delegates.  However, we found ourselves 
challenged by presenters to better understand the culture to which we are being called to bring 
the good news.    

Dr. Hosffman Ospino, an active parishioner in the Archdiocese and a professor at Boston 
College, delved into the landscape of the mission field that is before us now in our country.  He 
presented a profile of the Church in the U.S. and the growth of the immigrant groups that make 
up our parishes and our nation.   Given the changing demographic landscape in our country, Dr. 
Ospino sees us at a new moment.   

Cardinal Seán preached at a prayer service and Holy Hour, “Encountering Jesus Healer of 
Wounds and Source of Mercy.”  Using the story of Jesus appearance to the disciples after the 
resurrection (Jn 20:19-29), the Cardinal reflected that after the resurrection, the disciples 
recognized Jesus by his wounds.  The challenge for us is to see Jesus in those wounded around 
us.  

A Eucharistic Procession that was held on July 3 at 7:30AM, to “beat the heat” of the day.  
(Temps were 85 that morning).  More than 1500 conference attendees participated in the 
procession praying and singing as they processed. 

There was so much more that can be said about the conference. Take some time to watch and 
listen to the different speakers using the website on the paper I gave before speaking.  You will 
hopefully be as inspired as we were! 

 
5) Report from Social Justice Committee 
The Social Justice Committee has been working on a Toolkit that may be helpful as APC members 
visit their assigned parishes to speak about items on the agenda for each meeting.  The committee 
presented a draft for review and comments.  Included in the Toolkit are reference to documents 
from the Vatican and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. References to Cardinal 
Sean’s Blog and a recent editorial included in the Boston Globe are also included.     
 
6) What do I Need to Hear? 

• Sincere thanks to Bishop O’Connell for including APC members in his outreach to parishes 
in the North Region 

• There is tension in the Cape Verdean Community because of multiple shootings. 
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• The culture wars are alive on the South Shore.  Parishioners questioned inclusion of certain 
topics in a priest’s homily  

• Are the fees for marriage in the Archdiocese uniform? One parish is charging $3,000 for a 
wedding. 

• Sincere thanks to Cardinal Sean for a beautiful homily at the Prayer Service for the 
Convocation of Catholic Leaders 

 
Cardinal Seán offered the Closing Prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.   
 


