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Archdiocesan Parish Council of the Archdiocese of Boston 
Pastoral Center, Braintree 
Tuesday 23 October 2018 
 
1) Call to Order at 6:30 pm by Sister Marian Batho, CSJ 

 Welcome to the October 2018 meeting.   

 Update APC membership lists were circulated. 

 Communication Committee will be meeting soon and will provide updates to the tool kit 
 

2) Opening Remarks – Cardinal Seán 

 Welcome to the new members Christine Newhall, Jared Cowell, and Sister Suzanne Fondini, MFIC. 

 Congratulation for the marriage this summer of George and Amy Baratta 

 Sympathy to Charles Vernon for the recent passing of his father, Charles Vernon, Sr.  
 
3) Special Presentation on Current Issues 

Introduction by Cardinal Sean.   

 This summer was a perfect storm of challenges, including the recent Pennsylvania Grand Jury 
report. 

 Cardinal Seán has been involved with concerns related to clergy misconduct since 1992. 

 Cardinal Seán has been meeting with priests and deacons by region. 

 In 2002, when this issue really surfaced, the Bishop’s Conference issued a very important 
document, the Dallas Charter.  All of the policies have worked well. 

 There is a clear” before and after” with how the Church is handling these critical issues. 

 The legislation in PA has allowed look-back legislation to pursue old cases.   

 They have effectively opened up avenues for the pursuit of civil suits. 

 Commitment to reporting is a critical part of the Dallas charter. 

 The Church has committed itself to investigating older cases, beyond the civil cases, that are 
inactive due to the statute of limitations. 

 Reporting is key. Reports are made to the local district attorney and ultimately to the attorney 
general. 

 This archdiocese has not had a new case since 2006. 

 Bishops were not included in the Dallas Charter, since they report directly to the Holy Father. 

 In November 2018, the US bishops will be meeting in Baltimore at a critically important summit.   

 An independent group is being organized to investigate all reports of misconduct. 

 We need to communicate the efforts that have been made and the successes that have occurred. 

 A recent poll indicates that a majority of church goers think these cases are still on-going, rather 
than in the past. 
 

Vivian Soper. 

 Welcome to Vivian Soper, and Kristen Goddard, from the Office of Pastoral Support and Outreach. 

 The Office of Pastoral Support and Outreach addresses the needs of victims and their families.  
The Office is also involved in efforts to prevent abuse. 

 First, the prevention efforts: 
o A “Welcome to Protect” poster is to be hung in every parish.   
o There are annual CORI checks of all those who are in contact with children under age 18 

and vulnerable adults.   
o RCAB conducts 55,000 CORI checks annually.   
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o There is significant training for the “protection of children” (a.k.a., Protecting God’s 
Children Training).  

o This training has been significantly updated since 2012, and now includes social media 
and other relevant topics.   

o This training promotes a safe environment for children and elevates awareness.   
o This training is mandated. 
o Another item is the “Code of Conduct”.  Every employee is required to sign a Code of 

Conduct.  

 The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops does an annual audit to assess compliance with 
the requirements of the Dallas Charter.   

 Since 2002, the Office of Pastoral Support and Outreach has worked with more than 1300 abuse 
victims.   

 People wait for two huge reasons: (1) the death of a parent, and protecting them and the effect 
on them: and (2) I just had a child, and I must do everything possible to keep my child safe.   

 They also come forward in times of crisis, or when they feel strong enough to face it. 

 Licensed credentialed treatment is provided, for people all over the world, support by the RCAB. 

 As much as possible, the relationships are done face-to-face.   

 Before anything happens with any claim, an assessment and a thorough investigation take place.   

 The Office for Pastoral Support and Outreach is intentionally separated from the office that 
pursues the investigations. 

 In summary, there is extensive work being done by the Office of Pastoral Support and Outreach.  
Much is being done in terms of prevention, and to directly help the survivors.  

 Welcome Kristin Goddard, from the Office of Pastoral Support and Outreach 

 The work with the survivors was reviewed in greater detail. 

 The Office of Pastoral Support and Outreach works with and coordinates a survivors’ group 
o  This is a very active group.   
o  They call themselves the “Boston Survivors Advisory Council”. 
o They have a healing ministry.    
o They also want to be a good peer support group.  
o Wellness workshops are also provided.   

 Topics include healthy sleep, and mindfulness. 
o The healing mass with Cardinal Sean is always appreciated.  

 
Questions and Answers 

 Are the office staff available to go anywhere in the RCAB? Yes.   

 Does a similar office exist in other dioceses?  The USCCB requires every diocese to have a victim 
coordinator.  Some dioceses offer similar services and programs.   

 There is a special outreach effort to spread the word about the training. 

 Is the Protecting God’s Children open to everyone?   

 Yes, participants do not need to be part of the church or the parish.   

 Has anyone ever been refused because the case is so old?   

 No, no one is ever turned away. 

 The Commission in Rome is tasked with education and prevention  
o Each year there are approximately 200 new Bishops.   
o  Each year a victim is included in the session on misconduct. 

 In February, the Pope will meet with all the Bishops’ conferences and the Orthodox leaders.   

 The Church is taking serious steps  throughout the world to address the issue of misconduct. 
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Bishop Uglietto 

 Received an invitation from the USCCB about a meeting of the Child Protection committee that 
would take place in late August. 

 One very pertinent comment was made: “this moment is a moment of grace.”   
o This is an opportunity to finish what we began in 2002.   
o We can only do this if every baptized Catholic joins in this effort.   
o Each one of us can help others to draw closer to God.   
o We need to all be part of the solution.   
o Everyone needs to participate.   

 
7) What do I Need to Hear? 

 This has been a painful experience this summer. How can the Church address situations like the 
PA situation, before they get out of hand?   
a. This is indeed a challenge.  
b.  These events are not occurring now.  
c. The events in the news happened a long time ago.   

 What about the situation at St. John’ Seminary? Will more information be forthcoming?   
a. Yes, more information will be forthcoming.   
b. There have been assurances that the atmosphere at the Seminary is not unhealthy. 

 We need refreshers on the Protecting God’s Children training.   

 The challenge is that 100K people have been trained.   

  Innovative methods like on-line training are being suggested.   

 Please clarify the audit.  

  Every year the USCCB provides an audit, though this is not necessarily well recognized by the 
public.  This should be better communicated.   

 RCAB has been in compliance with the audits every year.   

 The annual reports of the USCCB audits are posted on-line.   

 Stonebridge is a separate auditing firm, and not part of the USCCB. 
8) Closing Remarks and Prayer 

a. Sister Marian 
b. Next meeting is Tuesday 4/December/2018.   
c. The 2019 meeting dates were recently circulated. 
 

Cardinal Seán offered the Closing Prayer and the meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 


