
Page 1 of 4 

Archdiocesan Parish Council of the Archdiocese of Boston 
Pastoral Center, Braintree 
Tuesday 6 February 2018 
 
1) Call to Order at 6:30 pm by Sister Marian Batho 

 Welcome back, as we start 2018.   

 Welcome new member Lourdes “Lou” Alverez, for West Region II 

 The last meeting was 5 December 2017, and the following are the meetings scheduled for 2018:  
o May 15, 2018 
o October 23, 2018 
o December 4, 2018 

 
2) Opening Remarks – Cardinal Seán 

 

 Welcome Lourdes Alvarez…thank you for your willingness to serve. 

 There have been many events in the Archdiocese since the last meeting:  

 Martin Luther King breakfast. 

 Pro-Life march 

 “Catholic Schools Week” went well 

 Weekend for prayer and penance for those harmed by clergy sex abuse 

 Many anniversary celebrations including the recent celebration of Good Samaritan 
Hospital 

 All of the events and celebrations were well attended and very successful. 
 

3) "Creating Opportunities through Catholic Education" 
Presentation by Sr. Bárbara Gutiérrez, SNDdeN, Director of Enrollment Management, Catholic Schools 
Office - Archdiocese of Boston  

 Sister Barbara gave an overview of the work of the Catholic Schools Office and the current 
challenges 

 Sister Barbara works with the schools to increase enrollment through increasing the number of 
candidates and retention of current students.   

 Sister Barbara is paying special attention to the Hispanic population.   

 The representation of Hispanic students in our Catholic schools is quite low.  

 Approximately 47% of US Catholics are Hispanic. 

 There is a clear demographic shift in neighborhoods toward Hispanics. 

 Recent studies show that children who graduate from Catholic Schools do not leave the Church. 

 Sister Barbara mentioned the website for the Catholic Schools Office.     
a. She encouraged APC members to visit the site. 
b. The website offers important useful resources, including promotional materials with 

appropriate cultural and language adjustments.   
c. Customized flyers in support of specific schools and parishes are also available. 
d. Useful census information is provided, included local demographics to clarify the available 

children in the local region.   

 Immigrants and refugees bring new life to communities.   

 Sister Barbara has offered several workshops in 2017 to address enrollment challenges. 

 Sample posters showing culturally Catholic responsive schools were on display in each part of the 
meeting room. 
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 Cultural mentors can be very helpful. 

  Sister Barbara is working with 12 schools on a special program called “Pathways of Hope.”  
a. Three schools have attended special training at the University of Notre Dame. 
b. This coming year, five schools have been accepted and are planning to attend. 
c. Most schools participating in ”Pathways of Hope” are doing a good job.  

 Racism and bias can be challenging.   

 Word of mouth is still the best marketing tool. 

 There are clear signs of hope and optimism.   

 The Catholic Schools Office has 12 staff members.   
a. They are highly competent, hard-working, and working together on a clear mission.  
b. Sister Barbara also spoke about the creed of the Catholic Schools Office. 

 A period of questions followed: 

 Q: What are the basic Catholic Values we should focus on in welcoming the Hispanic culture?   
a. A: They have very strong faith that includes much more than just going to Mass.   
b. The faith is rooted in suffering, and based on Good Friday. 
c. They are very close as families. 

 Q: Have local Pastors been included in the overall approaches?   
a. A: Yes, Pastors are essential to the success of this effort. 
b.  Pastors who do not have a school are included in this program. 

 Comment: Thank you for coming.  Catholic schools add value in every way.   
a. There is much more than intellectual education.   
b. There are very important intrinsic values.   
c. We need to grow our Catholic schools.   
d. Catholic schools teach values that are important to the life of a child. 

 Closing comments from Sister Barbara: “We need your help and support.  Pray for us.  The 
webpage is www.CSOBoston.com.” 

 APC members should feel free to distribute flyers outlining the activities of the CSO at their Parish 
Council visits. 

 
4) Report from the Faith Formation and Evangelization Committee  

Chair Ken McCarthy provided a report on the discussion that was held at the APC meeting in February 
2017 regarding intentional discipleship. 
Prior to Ken’s presentation, the APC members recognized the significant contribution that Jane 
Macdonald had made to the committee as chair for the past five years. Jane is now studying at the 
Theological Institute 

 Question: What are the obstacles to growth in faith? 
a. Answer: the culture, public schools, peer pressure, and issues with the Church. 
b. Obstacles in parishes include: lack of youth involvement and minimal staff. 

 Question: What helps to remove obstacles? 
a. Answer: One-on-one relationships, priests, receiving the sacraments frequently, prayer, RCIA, 

CCD, and retreats 
b. Factors in growing a relationship with Jesus include small group discussions (e.g., ARISE), book 

discussions, parent socials with dinner, RCIA, Cursillo, Alpha, FOCUS and resources on social 
media.  

c. We need a system for outreach.  
d.  We need to be proactive, and responsive. 
e. We need bereavement ministry.  

http://www.csoboston.com/
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f. We need to address the spiritual needs of the elderly. 
g.  Social service opportunities such as St Vincent DePaul can connect people to their faith. 
h. Parental involvement in religious education programs and homilies relating the Gospel to 

modern concerns are good ways to invite people to a deeper experience of the faith. 
i. Programmatic approaches that are helpful include prison ministry, and personal invitation to 

those who are not active in the faith.   
j. Current good approaches include sharing successes, a day of service, small bible study, giving 

support to people seeking the sacraments. 
k. Work to get people connected to the bigger role of the church. 

 The Committee is now working on best practices.  

 Resources for personal prayer will be included on the APC website.   

 The Faith Formation and Evangelization Committee meets monthly and welcomes new members. 
 
5) Communications Committee 

 Joseph Sullivan, Chair of the Communications Committee spoke about a survey that will be sent 
to all APC members 

 The primary focus of the survey is to provide support to APC members in their outreach to 
parishes. 

 The Committee hopes to improve the APC Toolkit. 

 APC members are encouraged to respond to the survey.  
 
6) Social Justice Committee Update 

 The Social Justice Committee is looking for feedback on the draft of the Social Justice Toolkit. 

 If parishes request information on social justice, the Toolkit offers a good place to start. 

 If members learn of social justice programs in parishes, please pass this information on to the 
Social Justice Committee.  The Committee is developing a database of social justice programs in 
the Archdiocese. 
 

7) What do I Need to Hear? 

 Thank you for addressing the abuse scandal last weekend.  This is a very hard issue. When I was 
appointed to the APC, I became a student of those who have fallen away.  Currently, I work with 
families that have fallen away.  The sex abuse scandal is a major issue.  It is significant.  The recent 
homily was enormously inspiring.  Thank you for standing firm on this issue.  Zero tolerance is so 
important.   

 The abuse scandal is a very important issue. We need to keep addressing it.  We cannot retreat 
from this issue, and we need on-going healing.  We must stay focused.  Not all Pastors were able 
to bring themselves to preach on this topic.  We need to continue to prayer for the victims.     

 Another example of a moving homily was given.  A young Nigerian priest was very inspiring.  A 
warning was included in the Bulletin.  After the homily, the priest quietly wept. 

 We have three Priests in Arlington that are moving on.  When will the pastors of phase VI be 
announced?  Answer: Soon. 

 I am a new member this evening.  I applaud the social programs offered by the Catholic faith.  As 
a Cuban refugee, I applaud Catholic education.  

 Thank you for what you have accomplished, Cardinal Sean. Things have really changed.   

 I am looking forward to the next phase of Disciples in Mission. 

 Another weekend homily that was deeply inspiring was mentioned. 

 Thanks you for all you do, Cardinal Sean. 
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 St Patrick’s Parish Council practices the ARISE in the homes of council members.  This has worked 
well and they want others to know.   

 One parish recently tried a 40-hours devotion that was very successful.  Another 40-hours 
devotion will be offered during Lent. 

 This weekend’s homily was very important.  The story broke 18 years ago, and this has been a 
very long 18 years. Family members were directly impacted (including a suicide).  The abuse issues 
are still very painful.  We heal by talking about it.  It was hugely important. 

 Attended the liturgy at MCI in Framingham.  This is so meaningful to those incarcerated.  

 Family mass is now done twice a month at a particular Parish.  Focus is to engage all students, and 
includes engagement of the parents.  This is working well. 

 Thanks for all you do, Cardinal Seán.  The presentation on Latinos is very important.  In this 
community the immersion approach has been very successful.  This works both ways.  Meanwhile, 
everything needs to be kept out in the open.  The children are the secret to our future success.  
They are our primary hope.  

 Thank you, Cardinal Sean. We are hoping for a miracle with a priest who has served so well in 
Cambridge.  He needs another doctorate.  He gives and gives and gives, with Portuguese homilies 
throughout the archdiocese.  He is profoundly great. 

 
8) Closing Remarks and Prayer - Cardinal Seán 

 Sincere thanks to Sister Marian!   

 Sincere thanks to Sister Barbara and her on-going work to continue to make our schools user 
friendly.  

 Thanks to all APC members for your participation and presence. 

 Cardinal Seán offered the closing prayer. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 


