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Archdiocesan Parish Council of the Archdiocese of Boston 
Pastoral Center, Braintree 
Tuesday 4 December 2018 
 

 Sister Marian’s birthday… Yeah Sister Marian! 
 

1) Call to Order at 6:30 pm by Sister Marian Batho, CSJ 

 Welcome to the December 2018 meeting.   

 Welcome to the new member -  Sister Suzanne Fondini to her first meeting. 
 
2) Recognition of those Completing 4-Year Terms – Cardinal Seán 

 Recognition of those completing 4-year terms, including Steph Bronner, Susan Murphy, David 
Melo, and Charles Vernon 

 Also finishing their4-year terms but not able to be present are: Peter Buck, Mike McConnell, 
Deacon Paul Coughlin and Tracy Palen. 

 
3) Opening Remarks – Cardinal Seán 

 Last week we had the Cheverus Awards, with a standing room only group at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Malden.   

 The Cheverus Award recognizes the great service that so many are providing in the 
parishes.   

 Next year the celebration will be at the Cathedral. 

 Glad to be part of Catholic Charities distribution of food at Thanksgiving. 

 At the last meeting we heard from Vivian Soper, Director of the Office of Pastoral Support and 
Outreach. 

 As a continuation of the discussions from the last meeting, we will hear tonight about 
Professional Standards and Oversight   

 
4) Presentation – Mark Dunderdale, Director of Professional Standards and Oversight 

 The Office of Professional Standards and Oversight has been part of the Archdiocese for the past 
ten years. 

 In 2002, the Charter for the Protection of Children was established, with norms for only the U.S. 

 These are called the Essential Norms. 

 Every diocese needs a review board, a representative on staff dedicated to this topic 

 The definition of sexual abuse in the church is very broad and different from societal law. 

 In addition to minors, the definition also includes abuse involving vulnerable adults. 

 In 99 percent of all claims received, the cleric is deceased. 

 When a claim comes in, law enforcement is always notified.  There are NO exceptions.  This 
policy also includes Sisters or Brothers accused of sexual abuse. 

 Next they determine if the cleric is alive.  Then they need to clarify if they have jurisdiction 
within RCAB. 

 Then the process begins to document everything. 

 The Boston RCAB is a magnet for people around the world to report issues of abuse, due to 
Cardinal Sean’s position on the Commission for Protection for Children  

 Next comes the question: is law enforcement that was notified going to pursue in the criminal 
justice system?   
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 The clock stops based on residency, i.e., if somebody leaves the state. 

 Next, it is clarified if the event could even have been possible for it to occur. 

 Next, it goes to the Cardinal who will open a canonical investigation. 

 Next the cleric is notified, removed from ministry, and advised to seek a canon lawyer. 

 Then the investigation proceeds interviewing all involved and collecting records.  

 Next, this information is presented to the RCAB review board, composed of retired judges, law 
enforcement personnel, an active priest in good standing, a victim, a Rabbi, and other experts. 

 The Board is responsible for clarifying that something may be probable.  Its purpose is to 
provide recommendations for the Archbishop.   The Board can also address other issues, such as 
policy, etc. 

 If the case proceeds, it goes to the Vatican.   

 This is an invaluable tool. 

 This is an instrument to come to a conclusion on a particular case.  

 Often these cases are very old and beyond the statute of limitations in civil courts. 

 If other issues are uncovered, the case will proceed forward.   

 The Conference of Major Superiors of Men have paralleled the archdiocesan process for 
members of religious communities.   

 When a case goes to the Vatican, it can be dismissed, or proceed to a Canonical Trial. 

 The dismissal is very rare, and is usually very obvious.  The Holy Father finalizes each case.  
There is no appeal after this. 
A Canonical Trial is most common, and can take years.  There is high volume and the process is 
slow.  There can be three verdicts: guilty, not guilty, or un-substantiated.  Both sides can be 
appealed, and it goes back to the Vatican.  

 RCAB has not had a valid claim since 2006.  All the other cases are historical.  

 This is not much different than the situation in Pennsylvania which was based on significant 
historical events. 

 For children who are abused, it can take years for them to come forward.   

 The essential norms allow these cases to be addressed.   

 Often they come forward years later with the death of a parent; when they have children of 
their own 

 It’s not uncommon for people in their 50s to report something that happened in their teens.  
About 85 percent of the victims are male.   

 Vivian Soper and her staff are advocates for the victims.  They serve a very important role. 

 Civil claims are resolved through arbitration rather than litigation.   

 This process is well known among the lawyers, but not among the parishioners.   

 How is a Priest in good standing brought back if they are exonerated?   

 They are then brought back in due time.   

 The process is very transparent.   

 The Charter, Essential Norms, and Canonical Laws have been summarized.  Have there been any 
other changes?  The universal changes for the world have arguably caught up with the United 
States.  The Vatican approach is a completely different mindset for courts, and closer to what 
you would find in Europe.    

 This information is really important, and parishioners do not know it.  It would do a lot of good 
for the parishioners to know more.  This information should be shared. 
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 Another issue is behavior in the seminaries.  This process is not applicable.  Canon law only 
applies to those who are ordained.  The seminary is a school, and the students are handled 
differently.   

 The RCAB office will also address issues with lay people, if applicable.  Other matters of 
discipline are handled separately, though they may still use the review board. 

 Are other states following RCAB?  It’s very difficult for one to learn from another.  Some have 
robust staffs, like Chicago, LA, NYC.  Others lean heavily on minimal staff.  Much of the primary 
process is generally codified. 

 The Review Board is a high functioning group.  Getting to the truth is very important for them.  

 Information on priests who have been accused is included on the RCAB website. 
 
5) Update from Faith Formation and Evangelization Committee – Ken McCarthy 

 Father Paul has given the group the task of researching programs for small faith-sharing groups. 

 At the March meeting the committee will be presenting the results of its research. 

 Small group discussion programs are being explored.   

 The hope is that APC members will share this information with their assigned parishes. 

 The programs are focused on 1:1 discipleship. 

 Four programs were reviewed, including structure, time frame, training, costs, strengths and 
limitation, etc.  

 The Faith Formation and Evangelization Committee meets every 6 weeks, and is a very active 
and good group. 

 
6) What do I Need to Hear? 

 There was a very informative presentation on children’s mental health at Holy Name Parish. 

 The presenters were from the Franciscan Children’s Hospital  

 Addressing mental illness is an important issue.  The number of teenage suicides is off the 
charts.   

 As a Catholic Relief Fellow, there are willing presenters to clarify the good work that is done 
through the Rice-Bowl initiative.  The relief work being done in third world countries is 
impressive.  

 CRS is the best kept secret in the Catholic Church.  It’s a great story. 

 The presentation tonight has been invaluable.  In the future, we would like to hear more on 
immigration.  This is an important issue that needs to be addressed.   

 On the topic of Spirituality, there is a valuable preparatory program that is being used, and this 
has been successful in some parishes.   

 At the Shrine in Holliston, there have been several listening sessions.   

 The old Carney Hospital was mentioned. It is now a nursing home with an aging infrastructure. 
Marian Manor, as it’s now called, is not closing.  There is a concerted effort to bring it back.  It is 
staying open.  We wish the very best for the Marian Manor. 

 We need to continue being a great link to the local parishes. 

 With them meeting of Bishops in Rome in February of 2019, we should focus on sharing the 
information that we have heard.  

 We need to move forward with the website for this information.   

 At a recent baptism, the priest used the opportunity, and did an excellent job, in reaching out to 
some of the nominal Catholics in attendance. 

 Salute the dedicated and hard-working priests that have carried the burden.  We need to further 
promote the good work of our priests.   
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 Salute the democratic tone of the APC, and how it functions. 

 We need some more clarification in Marshfield about the collaborative process.  

 Please clarify the relationship of Crux to the Boston Globe.  Crux is no longer associated with the 
Globe.  Crux receives some funding from the K of C.  It is now independent.   

 Add the Chelmsford collaborative to the needs for the website.  How do we get the information 
to show that the church is getting this right?  

 Sincere thanks to Pat Dinneen for the Social Justice Convocation. 

 Want to reiterate the need to roll out the website.  Also would like to hear other outreach 
attempts, such as perhaps a letter from the Cardinal to be read from the pulpit. 

 Consider the development of an emergency plan for priests for coverage of Masses in an 
emergency.  There is a system in place for this, to make sure that Masses are covered. 

 The homeless situation is a real problem.  This needs to be addressed.  We need to help them. 

 Bishop Mark O’Connell is doing a great job in the North Region. 

 The RCAB has an office that promotes affordable housing.  Some homeless people are working 
full time.  For example, NYC has 70K homeless.  A lot of homelessness is the result of addiction, 
mental health problems, and lack of affordable housing.    

 At the Lincoln/Weston Parish, they also have invisible homeless.  They are working with 
domestic abuse and other lost souls, with outreach and mercy.  This is a success story, 
addressing very real problems. 

 We need to focus on communication.  We need to get the message out about all that we are 
doing.   

 Thank you for all that has been said, and Merry Christmas. 

 Pat Dinneen is excited about the new office for Social Justice Ministry. 

 Need to also support the outreach and messaging strategy.  Communications is key.  We also 
need to also consider the activities addressed at the previous meeting by Vivian Soper’s office, 
and the Boston Survivor’s Group.  This is really important. 

 
7) Closing Remarks and Prayer - Cardinal Seán 

 Gratitude expressed to all who are finishing their terms.   

 Have heard the message on getting the word out.  We are committed to helping the victims, 
preventing all abuse, and doing the right thing.  This will continue to be addressed.  We are very 
serious about making the church the safest possible place.  

 Many blessings during the Christmas season.   

 Next meeting is March 28, 2019 

 Closing Prayer 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 


