
98 Bedford Street, Bridgewater          1-508-697-4332 
35 Spring Street, East Bridgewater 1-508-378-4826 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish
103 Center Street  
Bridgewater, MA 02324

 The years go by so fast!  I’m not sure if that’s a sign of aging or the number of activities that 
keep me busy throughout the year.  As I begin my third year as pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish I 
continue to be humbled and honored by the generosity of time, talent and treasure given by so many 
people. More and more people have become involved in every aspect of our parish and without them I 
would not be able to be live up to the responsibilities that I have as a pastor. 

As I look back over the past fiscal year (July ’12-June’13) many things have happened and continue to 
happen. Over the past year we have continued to make a concerted effort to update our parish registra-
tion/census. If you haven’t filled out a census form please take a form found at the entrances of the 
church and chapel  Our religious education program continues to assist parents in helping their children 
understand the Lord’s love for them, their faith and the joy of the Gospel.  Our parish outreach programs 
continue to help families and individuals who are experiencing difficult and challenging times. Our Par-
ish Outreach Committee, St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Knights of Columbus assist families will 
meals, clothing, financial support, school supplies and food.  This is the heart of the Gospel.  

Our Sunday Masses should be and are the main focus of our parish.  Approximately 1,100 persons par-
ticipate at Mass on any given Sunday.  We hired a new Music Director, Marie Chabot, who over the past 
year has enhanced the liturgies with music and song. There has been a noticeable increase in the number 
of people who sing during Mass. We are presently in the process of purchasing and installing a new or-
gan which will hopefully increase the beauty and meaning of the Mass.  A great effort was made to re-
pair the stained glass windows in the choir loft. These windows are approximately 150 years old and 
were badly in need of repair. This report will outline these and many other projects that have been ac-
complished or proposed.  I am indebted to the members of the Parish Financial and Maintenance Com-
mittees who help me prioritize and execute these projects.  I also greatly appreciate the discussions and 
recommendations provided by the Parish Pastoral Council. 

Our parish is blessed to have St. Basil’s Chapel at Bridgewater State University. Over the past 50 years 
this chapel and its community have reached out to the students, faculty and staff of the university as well 
as the surrounding community. This chapel, once supported by a full time priest and campus minister, 
continues its mission of outreach and evangelization with a part time campus minister and Fr. Adrian.  
As the university grows our challenge will be to identify new and more creative ways to reach out to the 
students. 

In addition to supporting St. Basil’s Chapel our parish is the primary provider for Catholic support to the 
Bridgewater Correctional Complex.  Fr. Adrian, Jiwon Yoon and I regularly visit inmates and celebrate 
Mass and offer the other sacraments at Old Colony Correctional Complex, Bridgewater State Hospital 
and Massachusetts Treatment Center. Through the sacraments and pastoral ministry the residents of this 
Complex experience the abundance of the Lord’s love and the freedom it brings despite their incarcera-
tion.   

Most of which is accomplished in our parish and described in this report is only possible because of the 
generous financial support of our parishioners given in the weekly collections, the Grand Annual Ap-
peal, fundraisers and individual gifts as well as the time, interest, encouragement and commitment of so 
many good people. Thank you!  

Fr. Bill Devine
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A Message from Fr. Adrian 

 My first year here at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish has been a great learning opportunity. I 
have been able to learn a lot from the example of Fr. Bill as well as from the life interaction I 
had with parishioners. Thank you all for your generosity in helping me to understand my 
priestly vocation and call to holiness better through our contact here over the last year. I feel 
more comfortable in terms of knowing what I’m doing and better able to explain the things I 
need to say than I was when I first got to St. Thomas. I also feel more comfortable celebrating 
the sacraments and preaching than I did at first, and I think that it shows.  

 This year was also a chance to see how much goes on in a parish such as St. Thomas. I 
saw how much work is needed to maintain the grounds, buildings, and cemetery. Then there is 
the occasional big project that has to be scheduled, completed, and financed. Things like re-
placing the furnace and dealing with problems like the bees we had within our walls are not 
covered in any seminary classes, or at least none of the ones I took. So it has been helpful to 
discover how the priest can effectively work with the people of the parish to take care of such 
things, and I have been trying to learn by watching how they get done here. On top of that, 
there are so many people that do a lot to keep the parish going, by their work, their volunteer-
ing, or their friendliness. It’s something I always knew, but it definitely feels different when 
I’m here year-round rather than just showing up briefly like I did as a seminarian.  

 So I want to thank all of you for a good first year here. I trust that God will continue to 
help me learn and grow during the rest of my stay here at St. Thomas, and I know that the ex-
ample of the people here will be a large part of the process. May he bless you and show you the 
depth of his love in all things. 
          In Christ, 
          Fr. Adrian 

Fr. Bill Devine ~ Pastor 
Fr. Adrian Milik ~ Parochial Vicar, BSU Campus Chaplain 

Deacon Jerry Ryan ~ Deacon 
Jiwon Yoon ~ Seminarian 

Marlene DeLeon ~ BSU Campus Minister 
Karen Geraghty ~ Religious Education Coordinator (grades 1-8) 

Debbie Hill ~ Religious Education Coordinator (grades 9-10) 
Marie Chabot ~ Music Director  

Nancy Nastari ~ Administrative Assistant, St. Thomas 
Barbara Henault ~ Administrator, St. Basil 

Michelle Breslin ~ Bookkeeper 
Bob Emord ~ Facilities Manager 

William Ruby ~ Maintenance  
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Phone: 508-279-1900              Fax: 508-279-9925 
Email: gftrick@aol.com 

GFT Consulting, Inc. 
415 High Street 

Bridgewater, MA 02324 

Rick Timmerman ~ Quickbooks Professional 
Advisor 

Ginniy Timmerman ~ Instruction in the 
Microsoft Office Products 

Almighty and ever-living God, I approach the sacrament 
of your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  I come 
sick to the doctor of life, unclean to the fountain of mercy, 
blind to the radiance of eternal light, and poor and needy 
to the Lord of heaven and earth.  Lord, in your great gen-
erosity, heal my sickness, wash away my defilement, 
enlighten my blindness, enrich my poverty, and clothe my 
nakedness. 

May I receive the bread of angels, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, with humble reverence, with the purity and 
faith, the repentance and love, and the determined purpose 
that will help to bring me to salvation.  May I receive the 
sacrament of the Lord's Body and Blood, and its reality 
and power. 

Kind God, may I receive the Body of your only-begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, born from the womb of the 
Virgin Mary, and so be received into His mystical Body 
and numbered among his members. Loving Father, as on 
my earthly pilgrimage I now receive your beloved Son, 
under the veil of a sacrament, may I one day see Him Face 
to face in glory, who lives and reigns with You forever. 
Amen. 
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350 Bedford St. 
Bridgewater, MA 02324 

(508) 697-8318 
www.bridgewaterdome.com 

The indoor alternative for 
sports including soccer, field hockey,  

basketball, softball,  
lacrosse and volleyball. 

The facility is also available as a rental for birthday parties. 

The Founding of St. Thomas Aquinas

Before the founding of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, the Catholic residents of Bridgewater had to travel to Taun-
ton, often on foot, to attend Mass. Later, some missionary priests started to celebrate Mass in the homes of 
some of the Catholic residents of the town, with the first Mass celebrated in 1848. One of these visiting priests, 
Fr. Aaron L. Roche, saw that private homes were becoming too small to accommodate the growing Catholic 
population and began working toward the construction of a church for the town. He bought an acre of land for 
$350 to serve as the space for the church and cemetery. The parish was named after St. Thomas Aquinas 
(patron of Catholic schools, colleges, and universities) be-
cause of the Normal School nearby as well as the fact that 
Fr. Roche was a Dominican like St. Thomas. The original 
church building was built by parishioners who came to work 
on the structure after long days of hard work at the Iron 
Works or other jobs in the area, and who contributed their 
limited resources to get materials. They faced threats, at-
tempts to burn the unfinished structure, and other difficulties 
created by parts of the local population which opposed the 
building of a Catholic church in Bridgewater. Overcoming 
all these obstacles, they finished the structure in 1858. 

Original church building, c. 1860 
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Religious Education
We were blessed to have nearly 100 catechists who devoted their time and talents to en-

able us to evangelize more than 1,100 students 
from our parish from grades one through ten. We 
changed our Grade 1-8 curriculum to Ignatius Press 
which has given both students and teachers a more 
solid understanding of the Catholic Faith.  The ad-
dition of workbooks compliment the student’s text-
books. All students in Grades 1-8 participated in an 
explanation of the Mass by one of the priests or our 
seminarian, and every grade was assigned one Sun-
day to assist at the Mass.  During Lent all the stu-
dents in Grades 6 - 8 prayed the Stations of the 
Cross in the lower church.  At the beginning of 
Lent, Maureen Heil from the Pontifical Mission 
Society, Archdiocese of Boston, spoke to all the 
students about the importance of almsgiving.   

They must have heard her message because approximately $2,500 was raised and given to help 
the less fortunate around the world. 114 students 
received their First Penance and First Holy Com-
munion.  This year we also reinstituted the May 
procession and crowning of the statue of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

There were 104 10th grade students in the Con-
firmation Program during the year and we had 
various speakers talk about vocations, chastity 
and self-respect.  Bishop Dooher confirmed our 
students in April.  Our hope is that these young 
men and women will continue to embrace their 
faith daily and celebrate it at Mass each week. 

During this Year of Faith, we offered weekly 
adult education classes during Lent. Kevin 
Geraghty using a very popular DVD series, 
“Catholicism” led discussion on various as-
pects of our faith.  

We extended our Religious Education pro-
gram into the summer with a very successful 
week of Vacation Bible School. Although the 
weather was extremely hot during that week, 
the teachers and students had the benefit of the 
air conditioned gym and we are grateful that 
their enthusiasm never waned.  

Karen Geraghty and Debbie Hill 

Fr. Adrian explaining Advent 

Religious Education Class 

May crowning of the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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The Parish Maintenance Committee is pleased to 
report  that  significant  progress  was  made  in 
FY2013 in terms of addressing the maintenance 
needs of our parish facilities.   

During FY2013 a number of major capital pro-
jects were completed at a total cost of approxi-
mately $120,000. Following a carbon monoxide 
leak,  the  Rectory  furnace  was  replaced.  The 
church and rectory parking lots were repaired 
with – crack-sealing, sealcoating and striping.  
We installed new space appropriate ceiling fans and upgraded the sanctuary lighting.  The front steps 
of the church were repaired due to an accident by a town vehicle. The cost of these repairs was cov-
ered by the town’s insurance.  The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary was replaced on a newly re-
paired base in the grotto between the church and rectory. 

The major project last year was the restoration of the choir loft stained 
glass windows. These 150 year old windows were deteriorating. Each 
piece of stained glass was removed, cleaned and reset. 

Fortunately  St.  Basil’s  Chapel  is 
newer  than  St.  Thomas  Aquinas 
Church and therefore requires less 
maintenance. However, we replaced 
and repaired the gutters and roof to 
prevent leaks.  

And then there are the unexpected 
situations  that  always  present  us 
with challenges -- the latest involv-
ing an infestation of honey bees in the wall of Father Adrian's office and 
in the roof over the sanctuary. Because honey bees are an endangered 
species and can’t be exterminated, a professional beekeeper did an out-

standing job of capturing the queen from both hives, "saving" over 100,000 bees and collecting over 
100 pounds of honey in the process.  At the end of the day we avoided what could have been a major 
expense. A small portion of the church roof and the interior office wall was all that had to be re-
moved.

 Over the past year there has been a great deal of effort put into updating our cemetery re-
cords, providing families with deeds and recovering revenue that will be used to maintain the ceme-
teries. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Out with the old - in with the new; an efficient, space-saving furnace

Removing the stained glass. 

The stained glass restored.  

Parish Maintenance  

Michael Dunford 
Jim Gale 
Scott Norris 
John O’Donnell 
Susie Rindini 

Bill Suneson 

Ex Officio
Rev. Bill Devine

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

Parish Opera ng Actual vs. Budget Report FY 2012 ‐ 2013

Parish & Cemetary Chapel Consolidated

Income Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Fund Raising 38,469 35,000                  ‐                ‐           38,469 35,000

Offertory 320,474 436,703 62,082 74,394 382,556 511,097

Annual Appeal 83,746 61,200 4,500 5,100 88,246 66,300

Religious Educa on 73,850 55,000                  ‐                ‐           73,850 55,000

Capital Improvement Collec‐
on 32,621 37,454                  ‐                ‐           32,621 37,454

Rental Income 31,649 40,000                  ‐                ‐           31,649 40,000

Interest/Dividend (860) 100 6 50 (854) 150

Income/Loss on Investment 19,611 6,000                  ‐                ‐           19,611 6,000

Cemetery 106,428 76,500                  ‐                ‐         106,428 76,500

Sacramental Offerings, Gi s
and Bequests 44,520                 ‐              5,846              ‐           50,366                  ‐    

Miscellaneous Income 22,994                 ‐                    ‐                ‐           22,994                  ‐    

Total Income 773,503 747,957 72,433 79,544 845,936 827,502

Expenses Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Clergy 80,839 76,455 6,065 86,904 76,455

Payroll‐Non Religious 218,301 316,881 25,384 33,282 243,685 350,164

Benefits/Taxes 39,274 36,935 8,713 6,213 47,987 43,148

Pastoral/Liturgical 20,032 62,000 7,600 11,500 27,632 73,500

Capital Improvements 152,359 24,632                  ‐         5,000 152,359 29,632

Property/Liability Insurance 18,480 17,000                  ‐        18,480 17,000

Repairs and Maintenance 42,010 51,000 3,857 5,000 45,866 56,000

Supplies 40,649 39,000 3,743 7,000 44,392 46,000

U li es 34,005 33,000 10,804 15,000 44,808 48,000

School Tax/Hosp. Chaplaincy 16,871 49,966                  ‐        16,871 49,966

Miscellaneous 11,023 1,779 12,802                  ‐    

Total Expenses 673,844 706,869 67,944 82,995 741,788 789,864

Net Income (loss) 99,659 41,088 4,490 (3,451) 104,148 37,637
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The Financial Report

We are happy to report our Parish, for the third consecutive year, continues to remain debt free.  
As Parishioners, we should be very proud of this accomplishment and the work of so many in the 
Parish to accomplish this goal. As we begin the budget process each year, we consider remaining 
debt free and maintaining the upkeep of the physical Parish structures to be our primary fiscal 
goals. You will note as you review our financials that Religious Education, the Cemetery, and con-
tinued fiscal management on the expense side have assisted us with maintaining this very positive 
financial position. 

This good news does not come without challenges.   They are: 
For the fourth consecutive year, we have seen a downward trend in weekly collections (down 
slightly more than $100,000 alone when comparing the past two fiscal years).      
On a positive note, we realized an increase in our Annual Appeal giving.  Unfortunately, this 
increase is not enough to offset the decrease in our weekly collections. 
The continued challenges of maintaining the physical aspects of the Parish. Our major projects 
in this year will include replacement of the heating systems in the Parish Center and St. Tho-
mas Aquinas Church.  We will also upgrade the efficiency of the lighting in St. Basil’s Chapel. 
Participation in the Archdiocese’s Improved Financial Relationship Model (IFRM) effective 
July 1st, 2013. IFRM changes the fundamental financial relationship between Parishes and the 
Archdiocese, and participation will impact our financials in 2013-2014. 

These challenges place significant financial pressure on the Parish as we need to operate as close 
as possible to our budget based on the projected contributions (weekly collections, fundraising, 
and the Grand Annual Appeal) of our wonderful Parishioners.  Our continued downturn in collec-
tions presents challenges that we have been able to overcome through very generous contributions 
by Parishioners and the work of many volunteers to assist with fundraising. But the very essence 
of the financial well being of any Parish is the weekly collection, and this trend continues to be 
troublesome. 

As we have mentioned in the past, the “business” side of any Parish, but particularly of St. Tho-
mas Aquinas Parish with a Church, Chapel, and Cemetery can be overwhelming and time consum-
ing for our Pastor. Earlier this year we recommended to him the addition of a Parish Business 
Manager to assist with the day to day oversight of the Parish finances, projects and staff. We are 
happy to report that we are in the final stages of hiring this position. We believe financial econo-
mies found as a result of this hiring will assist in offsetting the cost of the role, but more impor-
tant, this hire will allow Father Bill to better fulfill his primary role as pastor - which is outreach 
and evangelization, both of which he feels the need to dedicate more time to moving forward. 

There are so many people that contribute their time, talent, and treasure to the Parish.  Our annual 
Golf Tournament and Parish Bazaar have been significant financial events for the Parish, and we 
want to personally thank everyone for their support of these events. Finally, we want to thank  
Linda Nowacki-Bowen who left the Parish Finance Council after many years of service to our  
Parish.    

Capital projects that will be addressed in FY2014 include re-
placement of the boilers  for  the upper and lower church 
($34,000) and the church organ ($37,000). The old boilers 
were removed and new boilers installed during the summer 
months and a new organ is expected to be operational in Sep-
tember.  We will be purchasing new tables and chairs for the 
Parish Center hall ($12,000), refurbishing and refinishing the 
gym floor in the Parish Center ($6,000).  Restoring and pre-
serving the remaining stained glass windows in the church 
continues to be a priority and will be addressed depending on 
resources.    

We are thankful to the parishioners for their generosity to the 
Grand Annual Appeal, without which these projects could not 
be funded. We are also grateful for the generosity of our parish 
organizations such as the Woman’s Club, the Golf Tournament, the Bazaar and Rummage 
Sales, local businesses, and individual volunteers who helped greatly to fund many of these pro-
jects.   

Members of the Maintenance committee include: Don Bergstrom, Paul Donahue,                
Dennis Keough, Peter Proffetty and Rick Timmerman. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 The St. Vincent De Paul food pantry has existed in our parish for 
over 60 years. The mission of the SVDP food pantry is to provide food 
for needy families. SVDP Society at St. Thomas serves single persons, 
couples, and families of 3 or more people. Over 500 persons receive over 
11,000 lbs of food from our Food Panty each month!  Food is distributed 
every Thursday morning from the parish center between the hours of 8:00 
and 10:00 AM.  People who are in need of assistance call our number (508) 697-6084 or call 
the rectory at (508) 697-9528.  
  In addition to our weekly food distribution, we provide holiday dinners during the 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter holidays. 
 Although the SVDP food pantry's primary mission is to provide food for needy fami-
lies we also offer assistance in the way of advice and guidance to other community resources.  
In cases of extreme emergencies, we will make every attempt to provide financial assistance 
as our resources allow.  
 St Vincent De Paul Society outreach is supported by individual donations and the Bos-
ton Food Bank. There are currently 30 men and women who distribute food on a weekly basis 
at our parish center. 

Dick Hennessy 

“They didn’t tell us about this at 
the seminary…” - Jiwon 
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Parish Pastoral Council 
The Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish Pastoral Council’s comprised of 10 parishioners nominated 
to assist the pastor and parish. The Archdiocese of Boston describes the purpose and objectives 
of a Pastoral Council “to assist the pastor in his leadership role of planning, organizing, initiat-
ing, promoting, coordinating and reviewing the evangelization, worship, religious education 
and service activities within the parish”. The main objectives are: 

    • To assess the needs of the parish. 
    • To develop and implement a pastoral plan which will promote the common good of the 

parish. 
    • To foster unity and a sense of community in the parish. 
    • To coordinate all parish activities in a manner that will best serve the interests of the  par-

ish. 
    • To promote programs and activities recommended by the Archbishop, Archdiocesan  of-

fices and agencies as well as the pastoral council itself. 

The council which meets monthly has been working to define a mission statement for the par-
ish that centers on the greatest commandments given to us by Jesus  “You shall love the lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind and you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself  (Matthew 22: 38-40). The council has also identified “community 
building” as an important goal for the parish and has begun planning on ways to accomplish 
this.  

Members of the Council  

Tony Esposito 
Kathy Fava 
Lisa Folloni 
Ron Hill 
Anna Marie Landers 

F. Scott Longo 
Kathy Palmieri 
Tom Palmieri 
Monica Querzoli 
Jen Rosher 
Estelle Wenson  

Ex Officio 
Rev. Bill Devine  
Rev. Adrian Milik  
Deacon Jerry Ryan       
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The Grotto in the Center Street 
Cemetery is a reminder that our 
loved ones are not forgotten.  Each 
year the Memorial Day Mass is 
celebrated at the grotto for our de-
ceased veterans and loved ones and 
all who are buried in our cemeter-
ies.  

St. Basil Chapel and BSU Campus Ministry 

St. Basil’s Chapel was built in 1965.  It is a 
warm, friendly and welcoming community 
that is part of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 
and supports the students, staff and faculty 
of Bridgewater State University and the lo-
cal parish communities. Members of the 
Chapel community prepare and serve spa-
ghetti dinners for the university students 
once a month and make homemade cookies 
for the students to share after the Sunday 
evening Mass.  Members of the community 
supply a food pantry that helps those stu-
dents that may not have sufficient funds.   

Barbara Henault and Marlene DeLeon

Local scouts honored during Mass at St. Basil Chapel 

International Dinner 
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The community is especially helpful to the international students. Many have never seen snow 
or experienced the cold weather of New England and therefore the parish supplies warm cloth-
ing and bedding, as well as rides to the airport and to doctor appointments.  The international 
students are also invited to share holidays with American families.  Several of the retired profes-
sors tutor students and help them with English.  In return, we have the opportunity to learn about 
their customs and traditions.    

The chapel community also coordinates a parish 
wide collection of needed/requested gifts for our 
troops overseas. Sixty-eight boxes were sent over-
seas this past year.  

Following the Stations of the Cross on Friday eve-
nings during Lent the community had “simple meat-
less suppers” for those in attendance. 

We had a Boy Scout Recognition Mass with The 
Campus Ministry program under the direction of 
Marlene DeLeon offered retreats, RCIA and confir-
mation classes, and fellowship for the students.  
Students provided weekly reading and play sessions 
with children in a local family shelter, visited veter-
ans at the Brockton VA Hospital each month, of-
fered conversation to patients at Bridgewater State Hospital, delivered food out of Christ the 
King Food Pantry, and tutored immigrants in English at Brockton Catholic Charities.   
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July 1st, 2013. IFRM changes the fundamental financial relationship between Parishes and the 
Archdiocese, and participation will impact our financials in 2013-2014. 

These challenges place significant financial pressure on the Parish as we need to operate as close 
as possible to our budget based on the projected contributions (weekly collections, fundraising, 
and the Grand Annual Appeal) of our wonderful Parishioners.  Our continued downturn in collec-
tions presents challenges that we have been able to overcome through very generous contributions 
by Parishioners and the work of many volunteers to assist with fundraising. But the very essence 
of the financial well being of any Parish is the weekly collection, and this trend continues to be 
troublesome. 

As we have mentioned in the past, the “business” side of any Parish, but particularly of St. Tho-
mas Aquinas Parish with a Church, Chapel, and Cemetery can be overwhelming and time consum-
ing for our Pastor. Earlier this year we recommended to him the addition of a Parish Business 
Manager to assist with the day to day oversight of the Parish finances, projects and staff. We are 
happy to report that we are in the final stages of hiring this position. We believe financial econo-
mies found as a result of this hiring will assist in offsetting the cost of the role, but more impor-
tant, this hire will allow Father Bill to better fulfill his primary role as pastor - which is outreach 
and evangelization, both of which he feels the need to dedicate more time to moving forward. 

There are so many people that contribute their time, talent, and treasure to the Parish.  Our annual 
Golf Tournament and Parish Bazaar have been significant financial events for the Parish, and we 
want to personally thank everyone for their support of these events. Finally, we want to thank  
Linda Nowacki-Bowen who left the Parish Finance Council after many years of service to our  
Parish.    

Capital projects that will be addressed in FY2014 include re-
placement of the boilers  for  the upper and lower church 
($34,000) and the church organ ($37,000). The old boilers 
were removed and new boilers installed during the summer 
months and a new organ is expected to be operational in Sep-
tember.  We will be purchasing new tables and chairs for the 
Parish Center hall ($12,000), refurbishing and refinishing the 
gym floor in the Parish Center ($6,000).  Restoring and pre-
serving the remaining stained glass windows in the church 
continues to be a priority and will be addressed depending on 
resources.    

We are thankful to the parishioners for their generosity to the 
Grand Annual Appeal, without which these projects could not 
be funded. We are also grateful for the generosity of our parish 
organizations such as the Woman’s Club, the Golf Tournament, the Bazaar and Rummage 
Sales, local businesses, and individual volunteers who helped greatly to fund many of these pro-
jects.   

Members of the Maintenance committee include: Don Bergstrom, Paul Donahue,                
Dennis Keough, Peter Proffetty and Rick Timmerman. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 The St. Vincent De Paul food pantry has existed in our parish for 
over 60 years. The mission of the SVDP food pantry is to provide food 
for needy families. SVDP Society at St. Thomas serves single persons, 
couples, and families of 3 or more people. Over 500 persons receive over 
11,000 lbs of food from our Food Panty each month!  Food is distributed 
every Thursday morning from the parish center between the hours of 8:00 
and 10:00 AM.  People who are in need of assistance call our number (508) 697-6084 or call 
the rectory at (508) 697-9528.  
  In addition to our weekly food distribution, we provide holiday dinners during the 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter holidays. 
 Although the SVDP food pantry's primary mission is to provide food for needy fami-
lies we also offer assistance in the way of advice and guidance to other community resources.  
In cases of extreme emergencies, we will make every attempt to provide financial assistance 
as our resources allow.  
 St Vincent De Paul Society outreach is supported by individual donations and the Bos-
ton Food Bank. There are currently 30 men and women who distribute food on a weekly basis 
at our parish center. 

Dick Hennessy 

“They didn’t tell us about this at 
the seminary…” - Jiwon 
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The Parish Maintenance Committee is pleased to 
report  that  significant  progress  was  made  in 
FY2013 in terms of addressing the maintenance 
needs of our parish facilities.   

During FY2013 a number of major capital pro-
jects were completed at a total cost of approxi-
mately $120,000. Following a carbon monoxide 
leak,  the  Rectory  furnace  was  replaced.  The 
church and rectory parking lots were repaired 
with – crack-sealing, sealcoating and striping.  
We installed new space appropriate ceiling fans and upgraded the sanctuary lighting.  The front steps 
of the church were repaired due to an accident by a town vehicle. The cost of these repairs was cov-
ered by the town’s insurance.  The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary was replaced on a newly re-
paired base in the grotto between the church and rectory. 

The major project last year was the restoration of the choir loft stained 
glass windows. These 150 year old windows were deteriorating. Each 
piece of stained glass was removed, cleaned and reset. 

Fortunately  St.  Basil’s  Chapel  is 
newer  than  St.  Thomas  Aquinas 
Church and therefore requires less 
maintenance. However, we replaced 
and repaired the gutters and roof to 
prevent leaks.  

And then there are the unexpected 
situations  that  always  present  us 
with challenges -- the latest involv-
ing an infestation of honey bees in the wall of Father Adrian's office and 
in the roof over the sanctuary. Because honey bees are an endangered 
species and can’t be exterminated, a professional beekeeper did an out-

standing job of capturing the queen from both hives, "saving" over 100,000 bees and collecting over 
100 pounds of honey in the process.  At the end of the day we avoided what could have been a major 
expense. A small portion of the church roof and the interior office wall was all that had to be re-
moved.

 Over the past year there has been a great deal of effort put into updating our cemetery re-
cords, providing families with deeds and recovering revenue that will be used to maintain the ceme-
teries. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Out with the old - in with the new; an efficient, space-saving furnace

Removing the stained glass. 

The stained glass restored.  

Parish Maintenance  

Michael Dunford 
Jim Gale 
Scott Norris 
John O’Donnell 
Susie Rindini 

Bill Suneson 

Ex Officio
Rev. Bill Devine

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

Parish Opera ng Actual vs. Budget Report FY 2012 ‐ 2013

Parish & Cemetary Chapel Consolidated

Income Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Fund Raising 38,469 35,000                  ‐                ‐           38,469 35,000

Offertory 320,474 436,703 62,082 74,394 382,556 511,097

Annual Appeal 83,746 61,200 4,500 5,100 88,246 66,300

Religious Educa on 73,850 55,000                  ‐                ‐           73,850 55,000

Capital Improvement Collec‐
on 32,621 37,454                  ‐                ‐           32,621 37,454

Rental Income 31,649 40,000                  ‐                ‐           31,649 40,000

Interest/Dividend (860) 100 6 50 (854) 150

Income/Loss on Investment 19,611 6,000                  ‐                ‐           19,611 6,000

Cemetery 106,428 76,500                  ‐                ‐         106,428 76,500

Sacramental Offerings, Gi s
and Bequests 44,520                 ‐              5,846              ‐           50,366                  ‐    

Miscellaneous Income 22,994                 ‐                    ‐                ‐           22,994                  ‐    

Total Income 773,503 747,957 72,433 79,544 845,936 827,502

Expenses Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Clergy 80,839 76,455 6,065 86,904 76,455

Payroll‐Non Religious 218,301 316,881 25,384 33,282 243,685 350,164

Benefits/Taxes 39,274 36,935 8,713 6,213 47,987 43,148

Pastoral/Liturgical 20,032 62,000 7,600 11,500 27,632 73,500

Capital Improvements 152,359 24,632                  ‐         5,000 152,359 29,632

Property/Liability Insurance 18,480 17,000                  ‐        18,480 17,000

Repairs and Maintenance 42,010 51,000 3,857 5,000 45,866 56,000

Supplies 40,649 39,000 3,743 7,000 44,392 46,000

U li es 34,005 33,000 10,804 15,000 44,808 48,000

School Tax/Hosp. Chaplaincy 16,871 49,966                  ‐        16,871 49,966

Miscellaneous 11,023 1,779 12,802                  ‐    

Total Expenses 673,844 706,869 67,944 82,995 741,788 789,864

Net Income (loss) 99,659 41,088 4,490 (3,451) 104,148 37,637
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350 Bedford St. 
Bridgewater, MA 02324 

(508) 697-8318 
www.bridgewaterdome.com 

The indoor alternative for 
sports including soccer, field hockey,  

basketball, softball,  
lacrosse and volleyball. 

The facility is also available as a rental for birthday parties. 

The Founding of St. Thomas Aquinas

Before the founding of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, the Catholic residents of Bridgewater had to travel to Taun-
ton, often on foot, to attend Mass. Later, some missionary priests started to celebrate Mass in the homes of 
some of the Catholic residents of the town, with the first Mass celebrated in 1848. One of these visiting priests, 
Fr. Aaron L. Roche, saw that private homes were becoming too small to accommodate the growing Catholic 
population and began working toward the construction of a church for the town. He bought an acre of land for 
$350 to serve as the space for the church and cemetery. The parish was named after St. Thomas Aquinas 
(patron of Catholic schools, colleges, and universities) be-
cause of the Normal School nearby as well as the fact that 
Fr. Roche was a Dominican like St. Thomas. The original 
church building was built by parishioners who came to work 
on the structure after long days of hard work at the Iron 
Works or other jobs in the area, and who contributed their 
limited resources to get materials. They faced threats, at-
tempts to burn the unfinished structure, and other difficulties 
created by parts of the local population which opposed the 
building of a Catholic church in Bridgewater. Overcoming 
all these obstacles, they finished the structure in 1858. 

Original church building, c. 1860 
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Religious Education
We were blessed to have nearly 100 catechists who devoted their time and talents to en-

able us to evangelize more than 1,100 students 
from our parish from grades one through ten. We 
changed our Grade 1-8 curriculum to Ignatius Press 
which has given both students and teachers a more 
solid understanding of the Catholic Faith.  The ad-
dition of workbooks compliment the student’s text-
books. All students in Grades 1-8 participated in an 
explanation of the Mass by one of the priests or our 
seminarian, and every grade was assigned one Sun-
day to assist at the Mass.  During Lent all the stu-
dents in Grades 6 - 8 prayed the Stations of the 
Cross in the lower church.  At the beginning of 
Lent, Maureen Heil from the Pontifical Mission 
Society, Archdiocese of Boston, spoke to all the 
students about the importance of almsgiving.   

They must have heard her message because approximately $2,500 was raised and given to help 
the less fortunate around the world. 114 students 
received their First Penance and First Holy Com-
munion.  This year we also reinstituted the May 
procession and crowning of the statue of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

There were 104 10th grade students in the Con-
firmation Program during the year and we had 
various speakers talk about vocations, chastity 
and self-respect.  Bishop Dooher confirmed our 
students in April.  Our hope is that these young 
men and women will continue to embrace their 
faith daily and celebrate it at Mass each week. 

During this Year of Faith, we offered weekly 
adult education classes during Lent. Kevin 
Geraghty using a very popular DVD series, 
“Catholicism” led discussion on various as-
pects of our faith.  

We extended our Religious Education pro-
gram into the summer with a very successful 
week of Vacation Bible School. Although the 
weather was extremely hot during that week, 
the teachers and students had the benefit of the 
air conditioned gym and we are grateful that 
their enthusiasm never waned.  

Karen Geraghty and Debbie Hill 

Fr. Adrian explaining Advent 

Religious Education Class 

May crowning of the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary 



A Message from Fr. Adrian 

 My first year here at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish has been a great learning opportunity. I 
have been able to learn a lot from the example of Fr. Bill as well as from the life interaction I 
had with parishioners. Thank you all for your generosity in helping me to understand my 
priestly vocation and call to holiness better through our contact here over the last year. I feel 
more comfortable in terms of knowing what I’m doing and better able to explain the things I 
need to say than I was when I first got to St. Thomas. I also feel more comfortable celebrating 
the sacraments and preaching than I did at first, and I think that it shows.  

 This year was also a chance to see how much goes on in a parish such as St. Thomas. I 
saw how much work is needed to maintain the grounds, buildings, and cemetery. Then there is 
the occasional big project that has to be scheduled, completed, and financed. Things like re-
placing the furnace and dealing with problems like the bees we had within our walls are not 
covered in any seminary classes, or at least none of the ones I took. So it has been helpful to 
discover how the priest can effectively work with the people of the parish to take care of such 
things, and I have been trying to learn by watching how they get done here. On top of that, 
there are so many people that do a lot to keep the parish going, by their work, their volunteer-
ing, or their friendliness. It’s something I always knew, but it definitely feels different when 
I’m here year-round rather than just showing up briefly like I did as a seminarian.  

 So I want to thank all of you for a good first year here. I trust that God will continue to 
help me learn and grow during the rest of my stay here at St. Thomas, and I know that the ex-
ample of the people here will be a large part of the process. May he bless you and show you the 
depth of his love in all things. 
          In Christ, 
          Fr. Adrian 

Fr. Bill Devine ~ Pastor 
Fr. Adrian Milik ~ Parochial Vicar, BSU Campus Chaplain 

Deacon Jerry Ryan ~ Deacon 
Jiwon Yoon ~ Seminarian 

Marlene DeLeon ~ BSU Campus Minister 
Karen Geraghty ~ Religious Education Coordinator (grades 1-8) 

Debbie Hill ~ Religious Education Coordinator (grades 9-10) 
Marie Chabot ~ Music Director  

Nancy Nastari ~ Administrative Assistant, St. Thomas 
Barbara Henault ~ Administrator, St. Basil 

Michelle Breslin ~ Bookkeeper 
Bob Emord ~ Facilities Manager 

William Ruby ~ Maintenance  
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Phone: 508-279-1900              Fax: 508-279-9925 
Email: gftrick@aol.com 

GFT Consulting, Inc. 
415 High Street 

Bridgewater, MA 02324 

Rick Timmerman ~ Quickbooks Professional 
Advisor 

Ginniy Timmerman ~ Instruction in the 
Microsoft Office Products 

Almighty and ever-living God, I approach the sacrament 
of your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  I come 
sick to the doctor of life, unclean to the fountain of mercy, 
blind to the radiance of eternal light, and poor and needy 
to the Lord of heaven and earth.  Lord, in your great gen-
erosity, heal my sickness, wash away my defilement, 
enlighten my blindness, enrich my poverty, and clothe my 
nakedness. 

May I receive the bread of angels, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, with humble reverence, with the purity and 
faith, the repentance and love, and the determined purpose 
that will help to bring me to salvation.  May I receive the 
sacrament of the Lord's Body and Blood, and its reality 
and power. 

Kind God, may I receive the Body of your only-begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, born from the womb of the 
Virgin Mary, and so be received into His mystical Body 
and numbered among his members. Loving Father, as on 
my earthly pilgrimage I now receive your beloved Son, 
under the veil of a sacrament, may I one day see Him Face 
to face in glory, who lives and reigns with You forever. 
Amen. 
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98 Bedford Street, Bridgewater          1-508-697-4332 
35 Spring Street, East Bridgewater 1-508-378-4826 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish
103 Center Street  
Bridgewater, MA 02324

 The years go by so fast!  I’m not sure if that’s a sign of aging or the number of activities that 
keep me busy throughout the year.  As I begin my third year as pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish I 
continue to be humbled and honored by the generosity of time, talent and treasure given by so many 
people. More and more people have become involved in every aspect of our parish and without them I 
would not be able to be live up to the responsibilities that I have as a pastor. 

As I look back over the past fiscal year (July ’12-June’13) many things have happened and continue to 
happen. Over the past year we have continued to make a concerted effort to update our parish registra-
tion/census. If you haven’t filled out a census form please take a form found at the entrances of the 
church and chapel  Our religious education program continues to assist parents in helping their children 
understand the Lord’s love for them, their faith and the joy of the Gospel.  Our parish outreach programs 
continue to help families and individuals who are experiencing difficult and challenging times. Our Par-
ish Outreach Committee, St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Knights of Columbus assist families will 
meals, clothing, financial support, school supplies and food.  This is the heart of the Gospel.  

Our Sunday Masses should be and are the main focus of our parish.  Approximately 1,100 persons par-
ticipate at Mass on any given Sunday.  We hired a new Music Director, Marie Chabot, who over the past 
year has enhanced the liturgies with music and song. There has been a noticeable increase in the number 
of people who sing during Mass. We are presently in the process of purchasing and installing a new or-
gan which will hopefully increase the beauty and meaning of the Mass.  A great effort was made to re-
pair the stained glass windows in the choir loft. These windows are approximately 150 years old and 
were badly in need of repair. This report will outline these and many other projects that have been ac-
complished or proposed.  I am indebted to the members of the Parish Financial and Maintenance Com-
mittees who help me prioritize and execute these projects.  I also greatly appreciate the discussions and 
recommendations provided by the Parish Pastoral Council. 

Our parish is blessed to have St. Basil’s Chapel at Bridgewater State University. Over the past 50 years 
this chapel and its community have reached out to the students, faculty and staff of the university as well 
as the surrounding community. This chapel, once supported by a full time priest and campus minister, 
continues its mission of outreach and evangelization with a part time campus minister and Fr. Adrian.  
As the university grows our challenge will be to identify new and more creative ways to reach out to the 
students. 

In addition to supporting St. Basil’s Chapel our parish is the primary provider for Catholic support to the 
Bridgewater Correctional Complex.  Fr. Adrian, Jiwon Yoon and I regularly visit inmates and celebrate 
Mass and offer the other sacraments at Old Colony Correctional Complex, Bridgewater State Hospital 
and Massachusetts Treatment Center. Through the sacraments and pastoral ministry the residents of this 
Complex experience the abundance of the Lord’s love and the freedom it brings despite their incarcera-
tion.   

Most of which is accomplished in our parish and described in this report is only possible because of the 
generous financial support of our parishioners given in the weekly collections, the Grand Annual Ap-
peal, fundraisers and individual gifts as well as the time, interest, encouragement and commitment of so 
many good people. Thank you!  

Fr. Bill Devine

Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish 
Annual Report 2012-2013 
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