
  

 It is with pride that I’m sending out the St. Thomas Aquinas Annual Report. As you read the report, I 

hope that you will sense the vitality, faith, and growth of our parish. I am pleased to welcome our newly ordained 

priest, Fr. Adrian Milik, to our staff. He has already made a great impression on many of our parishioners. His 

faith in the Lord, his love for the Church, and his desire to serve God’s people in our parish and town is evident.  

He has “hit the deck running” as he shares his enthusiasm, faith, and new ideas with our parish. In addition to par-

ish responsibilities, he will be working with the students and the Campus Minister, Marlene DeLeon, at St. Basil’s 

Catholic Center - Bridgewater State University, as well as providing support for the faithful at the Bridgewater 

Correctional Complex. Our parish can also be proud to have been selected once again, as a “training parish” for 

future priests. Jiwon Yoon has been assigned as a part time intern for the final two years of his seminary prepara-

tion. 
  

 The staff, the various committees and organizations, and the large number of volunteers in our parish ena-

ble us to serve our parishioners and reach out to the larger community. Our Religious Education Program provides 

support and education to both parents and children as they grow in their faith and learn what it means to be a 

member of the Church and follow Jesus Christ. The Vacation Bible School continues to be a popular midsummer, 

faith-filled shot in the arm. While we have a large Religious Education Program, one goal of our parish continues 

to be to increase the number of families that attend Mass regularly.  
 

 Our parish includes both a church and a chapel, as well as many active groups. The focus of St. Basil’s 

Chapel Program is twofold: to provide an additional location for parishioners to worship as a community and to 

reach out to the students at BSU providing them with opportunities for personal and faith growth, community ser-

vice projects, and mentoring. We also work with the chaplains at the Bridgewater Correctional Complex offering 

regular bi-weekly Masses, confessions and counseling at the various institutions within the Complex. There are 

many other organizations (Women’s Club, St. Vincent DePaul, Knights of Columbus, etc.) that provide outreach 

and support to others in our community. 
  

 Over the past year, we baptized 93 children and 7 adults, celebrated 20 marriages and 50 funerals. It has 

been important and beneficial to meet individually with each of these families to share our faith and to offer sup-

port in both joy and sorrow. 
  

 One of the challenges of this past year has been providing maintenance on the buildings and grounds of 

our parish property. As you will read in this report the maintenance is critical, costly, and needed. We could not 

have made the progress we did without the generosity of time, talent and treasure of so many people. While the 

parish has many goals for the upcoming year, encouraging a 

greater number of parishioners to contribute to our weekly col-

lections, to participate in our Annual Appeal, and to become 

more involved in our activities are three goals that will not only 

assist us with maintaining some level of fiscal stability, but also 

assist with the continued vitality and wellbeing of our parish. 
 

 As we move forward, I hope that we, as a People of 

God, will continue to grow in our faith in Jesus Christ and His 

love for us. It is my hope that our faith and His love will compel 

us to reach out in service to each other and to others in our com-

munity, and to let them know that all are welcome in our parish. 

In service to God and His people,                                                                             

    Fr. Bill 
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A Deacon’s View.. 
 One of the most 

rewarding activities in 

the parish is to welcome 

and assist people enter-

ing into our shared faith 

community. Last year we 

welcomed many young 

families with new babies 

to be baptized, many of 

whom are returning to 

the Church after the frenetic pace of jobs and 

marriage and babies.  
 

 This past year we baptized close to 100 

new members of our parish.  And also, thanks to 

the work of a wonderful RCIA team (Carol So-

tera, Jim Harding, Jack Phaneuf and Wesson 

Minyard) five adults were baptized and wel-

comed into the Church at the Easter vigil. Three 

adults also received Confirmation this past 

spring.  
 

 We also had an eager group of people 

who faithfully joined in our Adult Bible Study, 

which we are resuming this autumn. Please join 

us, it’s enlightening and entertaining as well!  
 

 Our wonderful St. Vincent de Paul Soci-

ety, which has worked for many years providing 

food and sustenance to people in need in Bridge-

water, has begun to extend its services to those 

in town who need other forms of help such as 

fuel assistance, help with utilities, etc. Unfortu-

nately, our treasury is low and we struggle to 

help with limited resources and volunteers. We 

could sure use your support and prayers.   
 

 As the deacon in the parish, I am pleased 

to conduct weddings, baptisms, funerals and 

burials, assist at Mass and occasionally preach. I 

have also enjoyed maintaining the parish web-

site www.stthomasaquinas.com. If you have any 

input or ideas, please let me know. It’s a great 

parish and I am honored to serve you. 

A Message from Fr. Adrian 
 

 In my first months here at Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish, I have had a chance to start 

getting to know the town and people of Bridgewater. I have also introduced myself a couple of 

times, but I think it would be a good idea to take this opportunity to do so again. 

 My name is Fr. Adrian Milik. I am the newly ordained priest serving as a parochial vic-

ar here at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, helping our pastor to meet the spiritual needs of the peo-

ple of Bridgewater. I am new to the area, having been born in Poland and moved to San Diego 

when I was eight years old. After college I spent two years back in Poland to get my master’s 

degree in history before following my family to the Boston area, coming to Arlington where 

my parents had moved. During that  time I felt God slowly drawing me to Him, and during my 

time in Poland, I finally stopped resisting and applied to the seminary, something that had been 

subtly pulling me over the previous several years. While there were some hard moments during 

my seminary studies, and many challenges, I felt supported by God’s grace the whole time and 

that allowed me to persevere through good times and bad. 

 Since I have been ordained so recently, I know I have a lot to learn about the priesthood 

and the living faith of the parish. I hope to learn much from Fr. Bill and from the example and 

prayers of the people of St. Thomas. I know that God will continue to guide and protect me, as 

long as I continue to be open to receiving his grace, and so I entrust myself to his protection 

and that of our Blessed Mother Mary.  
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Father Bill – 2012 Knights of Columbus  
Lantern Award Recipient! 

 At the 112th Annual Patriots’ Day Dinner held in Framingham, the Massachusetts State 

Council of the Knights of Columbus named our Pastor and retired Navy Captain Father Bill 

Devine their 2012 Lantern Award Winner!  Father Bill, after 14 years as a parish priest with the 

Archdiocese of Boston, served over 22 years as a US Navy Chaplain. In this capacity, Father 

Bill served with both the Navy and Marine Corps, and served three tours with US Marines in 

Iraq. Over the course of his career, Father Bill also served many other overseas assignments 

and at sea on US Naval ships, as well as serving as Chaplain at the United States Naval Acade-

my in Annapolis, MD. 

 The Lantern Award was first created in 1957 by the Knights of Columbus as an appro-

priate way to honor those who reflected 

the religious and patriotic ideals of the 

Founding Fathers. Named for the Lan-

terns placed in the tower of the Old 

North Church in Boston to warn Paul 

Revere, Father Bill became the 56th 

Lantern Award Recipient. Other notable 

recipients of this prestigious award are 

Cardinals O’Malley, Cushing, O’Con-

nor, Law, Spellman and Mederios, Rob-

ert Kennedy, John McCormack, and 

George Meany. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
 The pastoral council acts as an advisory body that helps the pastor make decisions on 
behalf of the parish, not an executive body that coordinates a system of committees or com-
missions. The council serves as a vital link between the pastor and parishioners.  

Tony Esposito  

Kathy Fava 

Lisa Folloni  

Ron Hill 

Anna Marie Landers 

Scott Longo 

Gregg Lysko ( President)  

Kathleen Palmieri      

Tom Palmieri 

Monica Querzoli 

Jen Rosher     

Estelle Wenson   

  

Ex Officio 

Rev. Bill Devine  

Rev. Adrian Milik  

Deacon Jerry Ryan       
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 The 2011-2012 school year was an incredibly busy and 

successful one for the St. Thomas Aquinas Religious Education 

Program. We were blessed to have nearly 100 catechists who 

devoted their time and talent to enable us to evangelize more 

than 1,100 students in our parish from grades one through ten.  

 This year, we used the Sadlier curriculum for students in 

grades one through eight, and implemented “Theology of the 

Body” for grade nine students. Each month, a grade level Litur-

gy was held to allow our students to be active participants in the 

Mass.  As an added bonus this year two new programs were add-

ed to their weekly curriculum. All students in grades one through eight attended a teaching 

Mass, during which one of our priests walked through the Mass with them to explain in better 

detail the traditions and parts of our Mass.  Students in grades six through eight were taken over 

to the church to do Stations of the Cross.    

 All grades also participated in Operation Rice Bowl over Lent, which generated more 

than $3,500 for the poor.  We were able to celebrate two full confirmations with Bishop Dooher 

in April; as our tenth grade students received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and their commission-

ing as adults in the Church. Our second graders celebrated their First Penance in February and 

then in May, all 133 of the children received their First Holy Eucharist over five full Masses.  

We were very blessed to have had another vibrant and thriving year. 

Prayer for School Children  
 

Father of all mercies we ask that You would bless the youngest and littlest of learners, the most helpless 

and powerless of persons, with Your infinite and loving mercy, granting them the strength to learn, con-

centrate, and act in love towards their teachers and fellow students. We also ask that You would watch 

over them, at home and at school and give them proper direction so that they may learn of Your wonder-

ful virtues. We ask this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 

David Bennett 
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Vacation Bible School   is a week long summer program for children ages 4-11.  The 

children, who are led by teenage “crew leaders,” travel from one station to another participating 

in music, dancing, games, snacks, experiments and bible skits.   

 

 Each station, run by an adult leader, engages the children in different ways so that they 

are able to learn in a fun way how special they are and how much God loves them!  It is a great 

way for parents and adults to get involved, and for teens to obtain their school and confirmation 

service hours. Thanks to the hard work and dedication of many, and to the beautiful weather 

provided by God, Vacation Bible School 2012 was another huge success!  The theme this year 

was “SKY,” where EVERYTHING IS POS-

SIBLE WITH GOD. 35 adults and teenagers 

guided 80 children through song, dance, 

games and FUN scientific experiments 

where everyone learned that with God in our 

lives, ANYTHING is possible!  Thank you 

to everyone who helped in any way to make 

our 7th annual VBS a truly memorable expe-

rience for the children of our parish.  For 

more information on how to get involved for 

2013, contact Beth Peterson @ 

beth0109@comcast.net or 508-697-7986. 

Honoring our Veterans 
 These “covers”, among many others, were displayed on Veteran’s Day to commemorate 

the men and women of this community and town who have served our country, in the various 

divisions of the Armed Forces. 

CW4 Thomas Ahl, USA 

PFC Jonathatn Benson, USMC 

BM Kyle Gomes, USCG 

LCPL Daniel Preach, USMC 

SSGT Joseph Hasson, USA 

SPC Tayla A. Luiz, USA 

PVT Efrain Vargas, USA 

PFC Christian Vargas, USA 

LTC Bill Gormley, USA 

SGT Matthew Pepin, USA 

SPC Ashley Pepin, USA 

MAJ Jeffrey DiMarzio, USA 

SGT Karen Chouinard, USMC 

CPT Gregg Rivers, USA 

CPT Allyson Correia, USAF 

Please remember in your prayers all members of our  parish family,  their 
friends and relatives and all men and women currently serving in the Armed 

Forces. 
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 The BSU Catholic Campus Ministry enables us 

to find God in all things. We are grateful to the Chapel 

community for supporting our activities. Our commu-

nity assists international students by providing winter 

clothing, linens, rides to appointments and shopping, 

hospitality over the holidays, and tutoring. Parishioners 

drive students to and from Bridgewater State Hospital 

to assist Prison Chaplain Peg Newman.   

 

 Every Wednesday, students benefited from the 

baking skills of our parishioners and enjoyed baked 

goods after the Wednesday evening Mass. On a month-

ly basis, with help from fraternities Phi Kappa Theta 

and Delta Kappa Phi, volunteers cooked enough spa -

          ghetti sauce and meatballs to serve 60 students.   

 

 About 30 foreign students treated us to their favorite foods in early October, while in 

December we treated them to five regional cuisines as a panel of international graduate students 

shared insights into their cultures. Many parishioners star-gazed with us at the new Observato-

ry, and some drove us to see the Merchant of Venice in Providence. Students threw a cupcake 

decorating party and volunteered to read to toddlers at homeless shelters in Stoughton and Mid-

dleborough. Some helped finish building a home through Habitat for Humanity. Several stu-

dents shared their reflections and photos from their trip to the Phoenix Andre House hospitality 

center for the impoverished. Using Why Catholic?, students explored their prayer lives. Over 

100 students attended a lecture on why and how to bypass the hookup culture while dating. We 

continue to strive to bring programs which enliven both the spiritual and daily lives of our stu-

dents. 

 

Marlene DeLeon ~ Catholic Campus Minister 

The Parish Staff 

Fr. Bill Devine ~ Pastor 

Fr. Adrian Milik ~ Parochial Vicar 

Jerry Ryan ~ Deacon 

Jiwon Yoon ~ Seminarian 

Marlene DeLeon ~ Campus Minister 

Karen Geraghty ~ Religious Education, Coordinator; Grades 1-8  

Jason Hammond ~ Religious Education, Coordinator; Confirmation and Life Teen  

Debbie Hill ~ Religious Education, Administrator 

Christopher Hebard ~ Music Director, 2011-2012 

Marie Chabot ~ Music Director 2012 (newly appointed) 

Nancy Nastari ~ Administrative Assistant, St. Thomas Aquinas 

Barbara Henault ~ Administrative Assistant, St. Basil Chapel 

Michelle Breslin ~ Bookkeeper 

Bob Emord ~ Facilities Manager 

William Ruby ~ Maintenance  
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Improvements to the Parish 
 
 Maintenance of our parish facilities continues to be a challenge 

both in terms of cost and effort. We started fiscal 2012 last June with 

over 40 extraordinary maintenance projects some of which were minor 

and could be addressed by our in-house maintenance staff and volunteer 

parishioners, and others which we deemed as major capital projects for 

which we had to solicit bids from outside vendors. 

 

 Due to the dedication of our parish maintenance staff and the 

generosity of our parish volunteers, many of the minor maintenance projects have been com-

pleted with little cost to our parish. 

 

 A number of major capital projects were 

also completed this fiscal year. The front doors 

of the parish center were replaced ($3,700). A 

major upgrade was made to the electrical sys-

tem in the rectory ($23,000). Gutter, downspout 

and roof repairs to the church ($24,500) were 

started in June but were temporarily suspended 

until October when (hopefully) the bee activity 

will subside. 

 

 At St. Basil's, we were able to negotiate 

with Bridgewater State University the terms for providing adequate parking for our parishioners 

who worship there. Included in the new parking configuration is parking for the handicapped 

via special access with close proximity to the chapel.  All of this was provided at no cost to our 

parish. 

 

 Other capital projects, for which we have received bids and expect to complete prior to 

the end of this calendar year, include repair of three stained glass windows over the choir loft 

($50,000 estimated) and replacement of the furnace in the rectory ($7,500). 

 

 Capital projects deemed to be a lower priority that will be addressed in fiscal year 2013 

include replacement of the furnaces in the church ($42,200 estimated) and the parish center 

($130,000 estimated), replacement or repair of the organ in the upper church (preliminary bids 

of $25,000 to $29,000) and repairs to the church parking lot (still investigating - no bids re-

ceived). 

Dennis Keough, Chairman     

Donald Bergstrom    

Jim Curtin  

 

Paul Donahue 

Bob Emord 

Peter Proffetty     

Members of the Maintenance Review Committee: 
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The Financial Report 
In the spirit of transparency, this section of the Annual Report reviews the financial condition of our entire 

parish. I invite you to review our financials and feel free to inquire of myself or any member of the Finance 

Council should you have questions or concerns regarding the financial well being of our parish. 

  

I am happy to report our parish continues to remain debt free and we consider this to be a primary fiscal goal 

for the upcoming year. This goal places significant pressure on the parish as we need to operate as closely as 

possible to our budget based on the projected contributions (weekly collections and the Grand Annual Ap-

peal). Much like last year, we do have several costly maintenance projects that the Finance Committee and 

the Maintenance Committee work closely on in terms of defining priority and funding. While we have de-

ferred the major projects such as repairs to our stained glass windows and replacement of our heating sys-

tems, their costs (should an emergency occur) would place the parish in a very precarious financial position.   

For this reason, our Annual Appeal becomes even more important to the parish this year.  Some observations 

regarding our financials for your review:   

 

 Through close management of expenses, and the fundraising results of a few significant events, 

our finances have resulted in a positive bottom line. 

 The parish had a successful Annual Appeal that when combined with the fundraising, enabled us 

to keep up with ongoing maintenance concerns. 

 The income balance in our account is positive, but much of this money is committed to a few of 

the larger maintenance projects we had discussed last year, but had to defer due to limited re-

sources.  

 For the third straight year, our weekly collections declined and do not cover the weekly parish 

operating expenses. 

 The ongoing maintenance of our properties continues to be a major expense for the parish. 

Without an increase in weekly collections, and another strong Annual Appeal we could be chal-

lenged to stay on top of the maintenance requirements of the parish and its facilities while we 

deliver on the spiritual needs of the parishioners. 

The heating systems in the rectory, church and parish center are next in-line, and the planning 

for that work is underway.  

 Repairing the stained glass windows above the choir loft are also being planned for this year.  

 

We benefit greatly from the work of many, but in particular, our Parish Bazaar and Golf Outing have been of 

great financial assistance to us. I would like to thank all those who worked on these two events that in total 

contributed over $35,000 to our parish. Thank you to all of you for your dedication to St. Thomas Aquinas 

parish. 

 

In July, 2013, the parish will begin participation in the Improved Financial Relationship Model (IFRM) pro-

gram initiated by the Archdiocese in 2009. You will learn more about this program as we enter the New Year, 

and I ask that you pay particular attention to this program and its impact on the finances of our parish.  

 

Finally, two of our members have decided to move on after many years of service. John Higgins and Nick 

Palmeri have served this parish well and I thank them both for their contributions. Second, two new members 

– Susie Rindini and Scott Norris - have joined us and already have made invaluable contributions. Please join 

me in thanking all of these people for the work they have done and continue to do on behalf of the parish. 

 

Members of the Parish Finance Council: Mike Dunford, Scott Norris, Linda Nowacki-Bowen, John 

O’Donnell, Susie Rindini 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 

Parish Operating Actual vs. Budget Report FY2011-2012 

       

  Parish & Cemetery   Chapel   Consolidated  

Income   Actual   Budget   Actual   Budget   Actual   Budget  

Fund Raising    35,628     35,000       35,628     35,000  

Offertory  422,177  415,922     77,936   114,719   500,113   530,711  

Annual Appeal 61,493 60,000 4,470 5,000 65,963 65,000 

Religious Education    52,100     60,000       52,100     60,000  

Liturgical                 -               -    

Cemetery    54,288     75,000       54,288     75,000  

Capital Improvement 

Collection    36,720     40,000       36,720     40,000  

Interest/Dividend         190          100            16            50          206          150  

Income/Loss on Invest-

ment     (1,374)      8,000        (1,374)      8,000  

Miscellaneous Income    14,000             -         14,000             -    

Rental    31,595     30,000       31,595     30,000  

Total Income 706,817 724,092 82,422  119,769   789,239   843,861  

Expenses  Actual   Budget   Actual   Budget   Actual   Budget  

Clergy    62,985     67,640       62,985     67,640  

Payroll-Non Religious  223,968   195,611     39,421     35,368   263,389   230,979  

Benefits/ Taxes    26,419     82,756       6,802       9,084     33,221     91,840  

Pastoral/Liturgical    61,613     70,000       7,869     12,000     69,482     82,000  

Capital Improvements    32,457     20,000      20,000     32,457     40,000  

Property/Liability Insur-

ance    17,473     16,000       17,473     16,000  

Repairs and Mainte-

nance    51,172     38,000       3,038       3,000     54,210     41,000  

Supplies    39,153     39,000       7,052     10,000     46,205     49,000  

Utilities    31,377     41,789     14,679     15,513     46,056     57,302  

School Tax/ Hosp. 

Chaplaincy      18,656     41,491       18,656     41,491  

Miscellaneous      2,682        1,333        4,015             -    

Total Expense  567,955   612,287     80,194   104,965   648,149   717,252  

        

Net Income(loss)  138,862   111,805  2,228 14,804  141,090   126,609  
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The Bridgewater Sports Complex 
350 Bedford St. 

Bridgewater, MA 02324 

(508) 697-8318 

www.bridgewaterdome.com 

 
The indoor alternative for 

sports including soccer, field hockey,  

basketball, softball,  

lacrosse and volleyball. 

 

The facility is also available as a rental for birthday parties. 

           HOLY MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

                  From: Deus Caritas Est [42] 

                          By: Pope Benedict XVI 

 
 

Mary, Virgin and Mother,  

shows us what love is and whence it draws its origin 

and its constantly renewed power. 

To her we entrust the Church and her mission in the 

service of love: 

 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

you have given the world its true light, 

Jesus, your Son - the Son of God. 

You abandoned yourself completely 

to God's call and this became a wellspring 

of the goodness which flows forth from him. 

Show us Jesus. Lead us to him. 

Teach us to know and love him, 

so that we too can become capable of true love 

and be fountains of living water 

in the midst of a thirsting world. 
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GFT Consulting, Inc.
415 High Street

Bridgewater, MA 02324
Rick Timmerman ~ Quickbooks Professional Advisor

Ginniy Timmerman ~ Instruction in the Microsoft Offi  ce 
Products

Phone: 508-279-1900              Fax: 508-279-9925
Email: gftrick@aol.com

Don Sweetman Plumbing & Heating, LLC
The Easy Solution for Your Water Problems

Residential and Commercial • No Job Too Small

No Salt Water Conditioning
Iron Removal
Toxin Shield

Don Sweetman Jr.
28 Covington Street
Bridgewater, MA 02324              508-697-7688

11



 98 Bedford Street, Bridgewater          1-508-697-4332 
35 Spring Street, East Bridgewater 1-508-378-4826 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish
103 Center Street
 Bridgewater, MA 02324

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ABINGTON, MA

PERMIT NO 6

12



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     Range: From page 2 to page 12
     Font: Times-Roman 10.0 point
     Origin: bottom centre
     Offset: horizontal 0.00 points, vertical 36.00 points
     Prefix text: ''
     Suffix text: ''
     Use registration colour: yes
      

        
     
     BC
     
     2
     TR
     1
     0
     669
     265
    
     1
     10.0000
            
                
         Both
         11
         2
         SubDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     36.0000
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     1
     12
     11
     11
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



