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Saint Mary of the Assumption Parish Ministries 
Adult Altar Servers for Funerals Life Teen 
Bereavement Services New Parishioner Welcoming/Hospitality Group 
Bible Study Offertory Collection Counters 
Book Club Parish Council 
Care to Those Grieving the Loss of a Loved One Pro-Life Activities 
Charismatic Prayer Group RCIA 
Choir Religious Education 
EDGE (Middle School Religious Education) Rite of Confirmation 
Eucharistic Adoration Saint Martha's Guild 
Exercise Classes for Seniors Senior Luncheons 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist Small Faith Sharing Communities Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist to the Sick and Homebound Social Committee 
Finance Council Social Justice Committee 
First Saturday Devotions Speaker Series 
Garden Group Special Education 
Giving Tree St. Mary's Prayer Line 
Greeters The Family Rosary 
Health and Wellness of Seniors The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Homeless Shelter Assistance Ushers 
Lectors Youth Altar Servers 
Legion of Mary   
    

Ministries Connected to Saint Mary of the Assumption Parish 
Knights of Columbus The Cursillo Movement 
LIFT Ministries The Justin House 
Prayer Ministry for Babies and Little Ones (John 10:10) Word of Life Meetings with the Focolare Movement  



Dear Friends, 
There is something about the newly painted stars in the 
captured people's hearts and imagination.  I am happy about that, because 
the purpose of a church, and indeed, of a parish is to raise our minds to the 
hope of heaven so that we might live out the fullness of God's love here on 
earth.  Every time we come to this church or to St. Joseph Chapel, either in 
quiet prayer or together in the beauty of the Mass, we follow Jesus' call to 
be filled with the joy of the Gospel and to share it with others.
This 2015 St. Mary of the Assumption Parish A
speaks to the concrete realities which are a significant part of fulfilling the 
mission that is ours as Catholics. This report, available both at our parish 
website and in print form, offers a narrative approach to our financial re
underscoring how, why and where our financial resources are expended.  
This Stewardship Report not only looks to the past, but more importantly, 
sounds a call to take the next step in supporting the practicalities of our 
vibrant household of faith. W
great care and no small effort. Much has been done, but there are certainly 
many challenges ahead. 
Our 150th Anniversary as a parish begins in January, 2016.  What a 
tremendous occasion for celebration! We have s
observe this event, using it as a springboard for our own growth as 
Catholics and as a parish. Cardinal Sean will celebrate Mass here on 
October 2nd, followed a few weeks later on October 15 by a grand dinner 
and dance. There will also be lectures, concerts, pilgrimages, prayer vigils 
and service projects, plus many other offerings.  
It is through your involvement and support that St. Mary's will continue her 
mission in Dedham and the surrounding communities in the Archdiocese of 
Boston.  The resources of your talent and time and financial contribution 
make our forward motion possible.
I heartily encourage you all to take an active role in building up the life of 
the parish as God calls you to do.
God bless you. 

 Fr. Bill Kelly 
Pastor  
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St. Mary of the Assumption Parish    St. Mary of the Assumption 
Parish in Dedham, MA, established in 
1866, remains anchored on the 
foundation of Jesus Christ and His 
Church. With a firm hold on the 
Apostolic Tradition, and our eyes 
fixed intently on Heaven, St. Mary’s 
seeks to bring Christ to the world and 
the world to Christ both in the present 
and through our handling on the faith 
for the future.  
 
 Father William Kelly, Pastor, 
and Father Mark Storey, Parochial 
Vicar, oversee the parish and its staff. 
In addition, Father Michael 
Harrington, and Father Eric Cadin of 
the Archdiocese, are in residence at 
St. Mary’s. The parish is blessed to 

have Reverend Mr. Lewis Sheedy, now a retired Permanent Deacon, and 
newly ordained Permanent Deacon, Reverend Mr. Kelley McCormick to 
assist in the celebration of the Sacraments. Of course, generations of 
faithful parishioners have 
built up the Body of Christ 
by their charity and 
participation in the 
Sacraments. In particular, 
Sunday Mass is the central 
activity and gathering of St. 
Mary’s Parish. With 5 
Sunday Masses offered 
weekly, beginning with the 
Saturday Vigil Mass, the 
schedule allows for 
parishioners to choose a 
Mass that best fits their 



schedule in today’s increasingly busy 
world. Each of the Masses offers a 
particular charism that reflects the 
community that gathers for it, while all of 
them are celebrated with beauty and 
reverence to our God. The 4pm Saturday 
Vigil Mass attracts a large congregation 
ready to join in song and prayer with full 
voice. The 7am on Sunday is a more 
quiet Mass with early morning reverence. 
The 9am Mass is geared towards families 
with children, the 11am Mass features the 
parish choir and the 5pm Mass, the 
gathering place of the parish Life Teen 
community, features contemporary music. 
Holy Mass is celebrated each day 

throughout the year and twice daily during 
Lent. As our Lord, truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament is the source and 
summit of our lives as Catholic Christians, 
Eucharistic Adoration is offered weekly from 
Friday morning throuout the night into 
Saturday. 
         
 The center of the parish is, of course, 
the magnificent Church building itself, famed 
for its Gothic structure and stained glass 
windows which delight the eye and raise 
hearts and minds to God. The Church's 
interior was repainted in early 2015. Vibrant 
colors now highlight the stunning 
architecture. A fundraiser to complete the 
painting of the unfinished ceiling is now 
being considered. Downstairs from the main 
Church is Mary Hall, where many groups 
gather regularly for worship, catechesis or 
soc ial events. Connected to Mary Hall is the 
Life House, where our Life Teen group 
gathers for functions multiple times weekly. 
Formerly a convent, the Parish Center is 



now a multi-use building 
including the newly painted St. 
Joseph’s Chapel, staff offices,  
religious education 
classrooms, a gift shop area, 
and an extensive library open 
for parishioners to borrow 
books and videos to learn 
about their faith. The 100 year 
old Rectory, which houses the 
priests and seminarians in 
residence, regularly hosts 
parish gatherings, including 

concerts and lectures throughout the year. The past five years have seen 
significant upgrades to the buildings and the grounds on which they sit. The 
installation of decorative gates on the magnificent front lawn, the celtic 
cross marking the end of the property, and the statue of the Blessed 
Mother on the side of the chapel all came from what used to be St. Mary’s 
School, an acknowledgement of the importance that St. Mary’s School had 
on the Dedham community over many years. With careful planning and 
generosity of so many, St Mary’s Parish has also addressed its financial 
challenges and will continue to do so. 
 
          St. Mary’s Parish is host to over 40 different groups and ministries, 
each offering parishioners a chance to grow in faith and carry out the work 
of sharing the joy of 
Christ with the world. 
Ushers, greeters, 
lectors, altar servers, 
and Eucharistic 
Ministers assist in 
various ways for the 
celebration of the 
Mass. In addition, St. 
Mary’s is proud to 
feature a top notch 
music program that 
adds to the beauty of 
the celebration of the 
Mass. The historic 



organ has recently been restored, and 
contemporary music leader, Jon Niven is 
nationally acclaimed! The Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, the Legion of Mary, and the Social 
Justice Committee, among others, perform 
corporal works of mercy for the community. 
Groups for men, women, moms, seniors, young 
adults, and married couples offer chances for 
fellowship and ways to grow in the faith. Bible 
studies, rosary and other devotional groups, and 
a Charismatic prayer group amongst many 
others, all meet regularly to pray for the Parish 
and beyond. With a view to the future, St. Mary’s 
has a Social Media Coordinator to best use 
emerging technologies to bring the Gospel to 
the world.   
 
 In addition to all of the opportunities for 

adult faith formation, children are given various opportunities to grow in 
their identity as beloved children of our God and Father. Elementary age 
religious education for grades K-5, EDGE for grades 6-8, and Rite of 
Confirmation (ROC) preparation for grades 9-10, as well as Adaptive 
Learning classes for those who need specialized attention are central 
dimensions of life here, and are a great source of joy for our parish.  
  
 St. Mary of the 
Assumption is proud 
to have celebrated 
the 18th anniversary 
of its renowned Life 
Teen program this 
fall. “As a Eucharist-
centered movement 
within the Roman 
Catholic Church, 
Life Teen leads 
teenagers and their 
families into a 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church. With the Blessed 
Virgin Mary as intercessor and guide, Life Teen seeks to unleash the 



their formation to preach the Good News to the ends of the world!
  
As we begin our 150th anniversary as a parish in 2016, we are grateful to 
Almighty God for making St. Mary’s a beacon of hope both in
for the wider Church.                    

fullness of the Sacramental power 
present within the young Church.” 
(lifeteen.com) In addition to its invaluable 
faith formation, St. Mary’s Life Teen 
program offers teenagers from grades 9
12 a community setting in which 
Christian friendships are cemented. The 
parish fosters a culture of vocations and 
has seen several men enter seminary to 
discern a vocation to the priesthood, and 
another ordained to the 
Diaconate, and one woman 
missionary call to Africa. St. Mary’s 
continues to serve as an assignment for 
men already in seminary to continue 
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FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2013 TO JUNE 30, 2015 Fiscal 2015/2016 Fiscal 2014 / 2015
BUDGET ACTUAL

INCOME:
OFFERTORY 589,050               584,179               
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 29,600                 29,631                 
GRAND ANNUAL 90,000                 85,075                 
SACRAMENTAL OFFERINGS 63,900                 65,994                 
GIFTS AND BEQUEST 1,440                   1,473                   
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 31,060                 33,872                 
DONATIONS 17,200                 16,610                 
INTEREST / DIVIDEND INCOME 310                      320                      
RENTAL INCOME 27,500                 7,800                   
FUNDRAISING & ACTIVITY REIMBURSEMENTS 54,775                 58,447                 
OTHER INCOME 18,650                 19,463                 
TOTAL INCOME 923,485               902,864               
EXPENSES:
LAY SALARIES 317,208               304,033               
NONEMPLOYEE COMPENSATION 23,265                 27,873                 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 87,463                 90,897                 
STIPENDS - PARISH PRIESTS 73,105                 72,339                 
STIPENDS - OTHER 4,050                   1,875                   
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 550                      710                      
RELIGIOUS & YOUTH TRANSPORTATION 1,000                   2,644                   
PROFESSIONAL FEES 5,491                   5,521                   
OFFICE SUPPLIES 7,390                   8,789                   
TELEPHONE 7,605                   6,340                   
EQUIPMENT REPAIR & CONTRACTS 6,126                   6,067                   
BOOKS & PAMPHLETS 11,990                 14,791                 
AUDIO / VISUAL 280                      282                      
PRINTING 4,330                   3,631                   
POSTAGE 4,323                   3,608                   
DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS 19,847                 17,407                 
EQUIPMENT RENTAL 9,151                   10,032                 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES 3,180                   3,181                   
FOOD 32,045                 32,557                 
UTILITIES 21,403                 20,554                 
HEAT & HEAT REPAIRS 51,400                 51,465                 
WATER & SEWER 4,661                   4,812                   
PROPERTY INSURANCE 32,943                 30,796                 
MAINTENANCE - EQUIPMENT CONTRACTS 1,075                   1,482                   
MAINTENANCE - SUPPLIES 10,113                 13,133                 
MAINTENANCE - GROUNDS 38,095                 42,151                 
MAINTENANCE - BUILDINGS 10,160                 8,805                   
VEHICLE FUEL & MAINTENANCE 1,200                   2,547                   
VEHICLE INSURANCE & REGISTRATION 3,000                   3,497                   
PASTORAL / LITURGICAL 20,800                 22,436                 
LIFETEEN ACTIVITIES 25,480                 26,010                 
RETREATS 20,600                 26,668                 
MEETINGS / WORKSHOPS 600                      
BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 3,000                   3,000                   
INTEREST ON REVOLVING LOAN
IFRM ASSESSMENT 60,492                 31,248                 
TOTAL EXPENSES 923,421               901,181               
NET INCOME OR (LOSS) 64                        1,683                   
Debt Statement as of 2015
Total Parish Debt (as of July 1, 2014) 1,137,345            
Amount Paid on Pledges during Fiscal Year 121,808               
Amount Remaining (as of June 30, 2015) 1,015,537            

ANNUAL BUDGET
ST MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION PARISH
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WWWeeeeeekkklllyyy   FFFiiinnnaaannnccciiiaaalll   SSSuuuppppppooorrrttt   ooofff   ttthhheee   PPPaaarrriiissshhh   
Income/Percent Tithe 2% 4% 5% 6% 8% 10% 15% 

$10,000 $4 $8 $10 $12 $15 $19 $29 $15,000 $6 $12 $14 $17 $23 $29 $43 $20,000 $8 $15 $19 $23 $31 $38 $58 $25,000 $10 $19 $24 $29 $38 $48 $72 $30,000 $12 $23 $29 $35 $46 $58 $87 $35,000 $13 $27 $34 $40 $54 $67 $101 $40,000 $15 $31 $38 $46 $62 $77 $115 $45,000 $17 $35 $43 $52 $69 $87 $130 $50,000 $19 $38 $48 $58 $77 $96 $144 $60,000 $23 $46 $58 $69 $92 $115 $173 $75,000 $29 $58 $72 $87 $115 $144 $216 $100,000 $38 $77 $96 $115 $154 $192 $288 $200,000 $77 $154 $192 $231 $308 $385 $577 
Tithing: A Sure Response to God's Blessings 

 
Biblical teaching reminds us that ten percent (10%) of our income should be set aside for charitable giving.  This is what we call 
"tithing," a practice dating to the founding of the early church. Because St. Mary's is your spiritual home, you have the 
wonderful responsibility to care for her in return. Your sacrificial offering to St. Mary's is of vital importance in furthering 
Christ's mission from our parish on High Street. In addition to providing for the sacraments and other spiritual needs, St. 
Mary's has financial obligations not unlike your home budget: property maintenance, insurance, personnel, heating, lighting, 
etc... Your offering supports Religious Education, outreach to seniors, the music program, Adult Education in the faith (RCIA), 
Life Teen, care for the poor and other vital ministries for the people in Dedham and beyond.  The chart provided above is a 
helpful tool when planning your annual support.  With Mary's intercession, we entrust the care of St. Mary's into your generous 
hands.



  
Hail Mary, Full of Grace, the Lord is with Thee, 

Blessed are you among women and Blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
 St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Dedham MA 


