
Dear Parish Family,

People in our parish seem to be of two minds when it comes to the subject of discussing
money in the Church .. Some say that we should never talk about money and, with God's
help, "things will take care of themselves." Other people tell us that "we better be a lot
more realistic and let people know what it costs to run the place!"

In the autumn of each year, we are asked to make a pledge of financial support to the
work of Saint Stephen Parish. When I receive a letter like this one, two questions come
into my mind. The first is: "Do I believe that God's work is being done through this
organization?" The second question I ask is: "Do they truly need my financial support to
continue their good work?"

With all my heart, I believe that God is working through us' in this parish and the signs
are all around us. On Holy Week and Easter, and again on the Sunday of our Family Day
Festival, I was struck with awe at what God has done with us. The sense of a community
enlivened by God's love is palpable in the sanctuary every weekend and our worship
goes way beyond the walls of our church building. In an age when news of failing or
shrinking churches.is commonplace, our experience is very different. Saint Stephen's
prayer groups and youth group are growing rapidly and are attracting not only our own
parishioners, but parishioners from the wider community. Our Saint Vincent de Paul,
Catholic Daughters, Grupo de Apoyo, Evangelization groups, and others are helping to
heal a hurting world. Our pastoral ministries (by our clergy and lay people) at hospitals,
nursing facilities, and homes are bringing God's love to people who might otherwise
have lost the opportunity to pray, worship, and receive the Sacraments. Our Adult
Education classes are opportunities to delve more deeply into issues of faith as well as a
chance for good fellowship and lively discussions.

As Archbishop Sean reminds us often, the Church is less than perfect, but it is still God's
best idea for sustaining and nurturing our faith and for the healing of this broken world.
Our pledge of financial support is the best way to show our gratitude to God for the life
of this parish.

Does Saint Stephen's need your financial support to continue the work we are doing?
The answer to that question is, "Yes, we do!" Our only source of funding is the giving

of our parishioners. While our parish is a dynamic faith community, we have worked
hard to keep up with the needs of our parishioners and our budget is extremely tight.
Like every household or organization, we have bills to pay each week just to keep the

parish going, and our ministries cost a great deal of money. When the bills roll in, we
hope and pray that your contributions will arrive too, so that God's good work will
continue to flourish here.

We are happy to present to you the parish budget for the present fiscal year. If you have
comments and suggestions, feel free to make them known to us. Once again, we ask you
to recommitt yourself to support our parish with your time, with your talents, and with
your treasure as well.



Every prayerful best wish,
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INCOME 2010 Actual 2010 Budget 2011 Budget

OFFERTORY 230,368 250,000 250,000
SPIRITUAL HOME COLLECTION 37,284 44,000 44,000
SACRAMENTAL OFFERING 15,825 12,000 13,000
GIFTS & BEQUESTS 500 2,000 2,000
DONATIONS 24,537 30,000 30,000
DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS 48,165 29,200 40,000
RENTAL 247,795 241,964 235,000
OTHER 45,019 20,000 20,000

TOTAL INCOME 649,493 629,164 634,000

EXPENSES

COMPENSATION (Salaries and Stipends) 216,751 222,732 244,300
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 60,160 62,750 65,400
HOUSEHOLD 9,660 11,000 10,500
OFFICE EXPENSES 34,765 29,000 36,000

Books, missalettes, telephone,

weekly envelopes. postage, etc

FACILITIES
Utilities & Heat 30,720 45,000 36,000
Property! Liability Insurance 18,050 18,400 18,500
Maintenance 52,117 102,500 75,000

PASTORAULITURGICAL
Altar Supplies 7,483 11,000 8,000
Hospitality 4,120 5,000 5,000
Music 16,005 19,300 2,000
Flowers & Church Decorations 1,750 2,200 1,900
Hospital Chaplin 2,683 2,700 2,690
Charitable Works 7,167 8,000 10,800
Meetings & Workshops 11,267 6,000 12,000

SITE IMPROVEMENTS 0 3,000 0
EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS 7,569 8,000 10,000

-BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 100,309 5,000 20,000
SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 8,566 13,116 8,880
MISCELLANEOLJS 6,270 8,000 8,000
TRANSFER DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS 48.165 29,200 40,000

TOTAL EXPENSES 643,577 611,898 614,970

NET INCOME $5,915 $17,266 $19,030


