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Dear Parishioners, 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish 

Very Reverend Christopher J. Casey, V.F., Pastor 
22 Plymouth Street 

Methuen, Massachusetts 01844 
Phone: 978-686-3984 

Fax: 978-686-8300 

fatherchriscasey@gmail.com 

I am pleased to present to you this Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2017 for Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Parish. The fiscal year began July 1, 2016 and ended June 30, 2017. Every year in the fall I work with the Parish 

Finance Council and the business office to prepare this summary of our income and expenses. 

We continued to lease the school building to the City of Lawrence for a Kindergarten. The revenue from 

this lease is an important help to the parish. The Parish is responsible for maintenance of the grounds, roof and 

boiler system. The school, like all our buildings, is old and requires a lot of maintenance.  As per the agreement 

already in place when I came to OLGC, the rent is shared with the Lawrence Catholic Academy. We give them 

half of the rent payments we receive after we recoup our expenses.  This year each received a net of $82,736 in 

revenue from the rent of the school. The total of all lease income from all sources was $244,256; this number 

includes the total value of the lease for the school with the City of Lawrence. 

The parish can take great pride in being one of the co-founding parishes of the Lawrence Catholic 

Academy. The school is doing well, with over 480 students currently enrolled. Again this year, as planned because 

of our own financial situation, I reduced the amount of financial support we provide the school by half to $20,000. 

The children do get a firm foundation in the Catholic faith at school, and we can see this donation as an 

investment in the future of the Church in the Merrimack Valley.  

We continue to struggle financially, but our overall income was $42,779 higher this year than last.  

However, this is attributable to the special fund raising we did to supply the new kitchen and to replace the boiler 

at St. Augustine Chapel.  Parishioners were extremely generous and donated enough money to cover the new 

boiler entirely.  Concerning in our fiscal picture is a drop off we experienced in offertory income which was 

$32,821 less in ’17 than ’16.  The Grand Annual Collection remained virtually unchanged. We recognize the 

critical importance of our fundraising efforts to supplement our weekly collection. Your continued support of 

these events not only contribute greatly to parish life here at Our Lady of Good Counsel, but are essential as we 

continue to make progress in addressing our fiscal needs.  Our current financial picture reminds us of the critical 

importance of our parishioner’s regular weekly or monthly gift to the parish.   

Obviously most of our income comes from you and your generosity. I thank you for doing what you can to 

support the parish. Your support of the weekly offertory taken up in the first collection, and your response to the 

quarterly Grand Annual requests are critically important for the parish. Please know that what you do is 

appreciated, and always bring your giving to the Lord in your prayer.  The first thing you do with your 

contribution is to honor our God. Consider what Jesus taught in Matthew 6:3-4: “But when you give alms, do not 

let your left hand know what your right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees 

in secret will repay you.” The Bible has much more to say on alms giving, but there is no doubt that we are taught 

that to give the first fruits to God never goes unnoticed or unrewarded.   

I never cease to give thanks to Almighty God for you! It is an honor to serve you.  I am grateful to the 

many people to help to lead this parish, especially the staff, members of the Parish Finance Council and the Parish 

Pastoral Council. So many others volunteer to make this parish come to life.  Thank you for your continued 

support of the parish, and for your prayers for our success and for me as your priest. Be assured of my prayers for 

you, your families, and your special intentions. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
 

Very Reverend Christopher J. Casey, V.F. 

mailto:fatherchriscasey@gmail.com
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Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish FY 2017 Income

Offertory $350,442

Grand Annual $22,864

Lease Income $244,256

Donations $46,812

$231,774

$17,631
$62,122

$51,798

$4,091

$34,973

$98,263

$19,826

$25,491

$20,000

$15,969 $82,736

$3,681

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish 2017 Expenses

Salaries $231,774

Benefits $17,631

Clergy $62,122

Office/Truck $51,798

Missals $4,901

Utilities $34,973

Maintenance $98,263

Liturgical/Pastoral $19,826

School Maintenance $25,491

Parish support of LCA $20,000

Archdiocesan Tithe $15,969

Income Sharing with LCA $82,736

Catholic Appeal Assessment $3,681

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Income was $664,374 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Expenses were $668,355; the difference between income and expenses was made up 

by using funds from our Investment Fund Savings. 



The picture above is of the center of the beautiful stained-glass dome in the sanctuary of St. Theresa Church.  Named for St. 

Therese of Lisieux the Church has as its stunning centerpiece this work of art loaded with details of the Saint as well as our 

Catholic faith.  Who was St. Therese?  The Society of the Little Flower posts this biography on their website 

(littleflower.org):  “At the age of 14, on Christmas Eve in 1886, Therese had a conversion that transformed her life. From then 

on, her powerful energy and sensitive spirit were turned toward love, instead of keeping herself happy. At 15, she entered the 

Carmelite convent in Lisieux to give her whole life to God. She took the religious name Sister Therese of the Child Jesus and 

the Holy Face. Living a hidden, simple life of prayer, she was gifted with great intimacy with God. Through sickness and dark 

nights of doubt and fear, she remained faithful to God, rooted in His merciful love. After a long struggle with tuberculosis, she 

died on September 30, 1897, at the age of 24. Her last words were the story of her life: "My God, I love You!" 

The world came to know Therese through her autobiography, "Story of a Soul". She described her life as a "little way of 

spiritual childhood." She lived each day with an unshakable confidence in God's love. "What matters in life," she wrote, "is 

not great deeds, but great love." Therese lived and taught a spirituality of attending to everyone and everything well and with 

love. She believed that just as a child becomes enamored with what is before her, we should also have a childlike focus and 

totally attentive love. Therese's spirituality is of doing the ordinary, with extraordinary love. 

She loved flowers and saw herself as the "little flower of Jesus," who gave glory to God by just being her beautiful little self 

among all the other flowers in God's garden. Because of this beautiful analogy, the title "little flower" remained with St. 

Therese.  Her inspiration and powerful presence from heaven touched many people very quickly. She was canonized by Pope 

Pius XI on May 17, 1925. Had she lived, she would have been only 52 years old when she was declared a Saint. 

"My mission - to make God loved - will begin after my death," she said. "I will spend my heaven doing good on earth. I will 

let fall a shower of roses." Roses have been described and experienced as Saint Therese's signature. Countless millions have 

been touched by her intercession and imitate her "little way." She has been acclaimed "the greatest saint of modern times." In 

1997, Pope John Paul II declared St. Therese a Doctor of the Church - the only Doctor of his pontificate - in tribute to the 

powerful way her spirituality has influenced people all over the world. 


