
My Friends, 

 As we begin another year I want to thank you for all you do and all the ways you help to make 

this parish the great parish that it is.  As you have probably observed, each week brings its own 

challenges to balancing our budget.  Therefore, as we begin another year of activities and programs, 

your continued support of our parish is greatly appreciated.  Included in this report is the financial 

summary for the last fiscal year. 

Sincerely in Christ 

 

Fr. Phil 

 

ANNUAL REPORT TO PARISHIONERS 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

The Parish Finance Council is pleased to provide all parishioners with a financial summary of our Parish’s 

fiscal year:  July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012.  In particular we want to highlight the collective gifts and 

sacrifices that you all make, and provide some details of some atypical expenses we incurred this year.  

Included are summaries of our weekly offertories, the Grand Annual collection, memory gifts and 

bequests, along with two noteworthy unbudgeted expense sections (Extraordinary Maintenance and 

Capital Improvements).  As you review this year’s financial summary, you will notice that our Total 

Income fell slightly short of our expenses.  However, please know that overall our Parish remains strong 

and we continue to plan for a bright future.  A complete financial report for the parish will be issued in 

September, and also posted on our website where more details are available:  www.stbartholomew-

needham.org.   

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

During the fiscal year 2011-2012 our total income from the Offertory Collections was $267,240 (average 

$5139 per week), which was ~$42,000 less than our proposed budget.  Here are more specifics: 

1. Offertory in weekly and holy day envelopes   $ 215,414 

2. Offertory from ParishPay (electronic/auto debits)    $   38,766 

3. Other sources of Offertory (cash/non-envelope)   $   13,060 

 

http://www.stbartholomew-needham.org/
http://www.stbartholomew-needham.org/


GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION       

The Grand Annual Collection is an important part of our overall financial plan, and necessary to maintain 

a financially healthy parish.  The money raised in the Grand Annual is used solely to support our Parish, 

and is allocated in two ways: 

1.  The Grand Annual attempts to cover any yearly deficit from insufficient weekly offerings.  

Weekly offerings are the primary source of funds to operate the parish.  To meet our 

operational costs, we need at least $6,000.00 per week from the offertory.  We fell short again 

this year, with an average of $5139 .  A 17% increase in weekly offering amounts would be 

required to erase an ongoing weekly deficit. 

2. The reminder of the money collected in the Grand Annual goes into our capital maintenance 

and improvements fund.  This allows us to make larger-scale repairs to our buildings and 

grounds, which are not part of our normal operating budget. 

 

During this past fiscal year, the Grand Annual collection received contributions from 264 

parishioners for a total of $ 73,010 (which nearly met our goal of $75,000).  We thank you for your 

generous support for this collection, as it is critically important for the health and maintenance of 

our Parish. 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 

Another significant source of income for our parish during the last fiscal year, $83,082, was received as 

memory gifts and bequests.  Last June our parish received a generous bequest of $60,000 from the late 

Father Charles Murphy.  The remaining donations of $23,082, were made by other parishioners as 

memorial gifts.  With the money we received, we were able to purchase our new piano, a new 

processional cross, new altar candlesticks, new communion cups and chalices, and two beautiful new 

vestments.  We also received donations for new altar linens and altar server albs, which are on order.  

Money donated to the gifts and bequest fund is not part of our ordinary operating budget.  We try and 

use these funds to purchase new liturgical items in the memory of the beloved deceased.  We are most 

grateful for those who donate to the parish in memory of their loved ones. 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MAINTENANCE AND CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

This past year we spent a total of  $ 57,080.99 on extraordinary maintenance and capital improvements 

to the church and grounds. 

 

 



(New) Parish Center  

Last fiscal year the parish spent a total of $ 16,862.82 on the proposed new center:  $ 10,609.07 in 

architectural and archdiocesan facility fees, and $ 6,253.45 for site testing and asbestos remediation.  

The plans for a new Parish Center on the site of the old convent are still going forward.  A change in the 

personnel that oversees the Archdiocesan approval process for this type of project has temporarily put 

on hold all previously approved, but not-yet-in-progress, projects.  We must await permanent 

appointments to the Archdiocesan pastoral planning and parish life offices before proceeding with our 

plans.  However, there are no objections as to our need for this project and we have been assured by 

archdiocesan officials that they are very much in favor of doing what is right for our parish and its future 

needs. 

Church and grounds 

The remaining $ 40,218.17 was spent in and around the church.  You may have noticed that we had a 

carving of the Last Supper installed in the altar.  This beautiful sculpture was hand carved by a member 

of the parish, Tom Kennedy (deceased), and donated to the parish by his wife, Eileen, at the time of her 

recent death.  Additionally, we had the interior brick cleaned and the tiles in the church stripped and 

refinished.  We replaced the organ speakers.  We installed a hot water unit, a faucet and counter in the 

sacristy, installed new outside lighting around the church, and had some greatly needed electrical work 

completed in both the church and sacristy.     

With this summary of our Annual Report, the Parish Finance Council would like to thank you for your 

generous and continued support of the Parish – your Parish.  If you have any questions about the 

financial aspects of operating our Parish, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of us on the Finance 

Council.  We welcome any thoughts or comments you might have that might help our Parish achieve its 

financial goals.  We are blessed with such a wonderful Parish community, and for your awareness and 

continued support for our stewardship responsibilities.  And, as previously noted, this letter and a 

detailed report can be found on our Parish web site. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Dick Reilly, Paul Bacigalupo, Tom Keating, Roy Kelley, Robin Kraft, Paul O’Connor, David Trembley and 

John Zajonc 

 

 

 

  


