
Saint Joseph Parish 
1382 Highland Avenue 

Needham, MA 02492-2694 
                                                       

                                                                                                                                    October 1, 2012 
Dear members of St. Joseph Parish,  
 
A few weeks ago, I published my annual Pastor’s Report on the Life and Ministry of our Parish. I’m very 
grateful for the positive feedback I’ve received in response. The full report is available online at our parish 
website www.saintjoesparish.com.  
 
I wrote my report so that the entire parish might see the many ways in which St. Joseph’s is an exceptional 
and vibrant community of faith, from our life of worship, to our schools, to the varied ways in which our 
parishioners serve our community and the needy among us. For such Christian faith and witness of life, let 
us give praise and thanks to God! 
 
Included in my pastor’s report was a reminder that you would also be receiving our annual parish financial 
report which is enclosed with this letter. I’m very grateful for the Parish Finance Council’s oversight and 
advice on matters pertaining to our financial wellbeing. Their good counsel ensures our careful use of the 
material goods which are entrusted to us. Of course, our material goods are given in order to serve the 
spiritual goods of the parish. In other words, money serves our mission, which is to live in Christ and to do 
his work. Thank you for your generosity to the life and mission of our parish! 
 
The regular means of parish income is our weekly offertory. I want to encourage you to give to the Sunday 
collection in an intentional and sustained way. By intentional, we ask that you would give a planned amount 
each week according to a prayerful decision arrived at before coming to Mass. By sustained, we ask that you 
would give the amount you have determined on a regular basis throughout the year. We are grateful for any 
gifts we receive, but it is more helpful to our parish to receive an intentional, sustained offering over 52 
weeks than it is for us to receive up and down amounts on an occasional basis. As you can see from the 
enclosed insert, I also want to encourage you to consider using envelopes or electronic fund transfer to make 
your contributions to our parish. 
 
The other major source of parish income is our Grand Annual Collection. The money received from the 
Grand Annual supplements what we receive from the Sunday offertory so that the life of our parish, 
detailed in my pastor’s report, can continue and even grow. What a blessing an increase over last year’s 
Grand Annual total of $194,155 would be for our parish! 
 
If you are a working individual or family, would you consider a minimum gift of $350 to the Grand 
Annual Appeal? If you are on a limited budget, we’re grateful for whatever you can give. We know that 
these are not easy financial times for anyone. We ask only that you give according to your means. A 
burden shared by everyone is not a burden to anyone. 
 
God has blessed us richly with the gift of faith and with a wonderful community of faith. Thank you for your 
willingness to accept the calling and mission of baptism. Thank you for helping to sustain the life and work 
of St. Joseph Parish! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Very Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor 





ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2012 

 

Dear parishioners, 
 

We are pleased to report that the overall financial condition of St. Joseph Parish is sound.  In the 
past fiscal year there was sufficient income from the weekly offertory, Grand Annual donations, 
and dedicated gifts to ensure that the ministry of our parish is being fulfilled.  Significant care 
has been taken by the Parish Finance Committee in collaboration with our Pastor to ensure 
prudent oversight of operating expenses and the evaluation of discretionary projects.   
 

Notwithstanding these facts, the demands on parish resources continue to be impacted by ever-
increasing operating costs in the same way that we experience this reality in our households.  
We note that there has been a significant increase in requests for assistance to help individuals 
and families (parishioners and non-parishioners) meet their day-to-day needs. This, of course, is 
part of our Gospel mission. In addition, we are receiving increasing requests to help support 
worthy causes and projects in the wider church and community life. As a result, funds directed 
to charitable works have increased more than 100% from last year.   
 

This past year, we undertook several necessary facility repairs and improvements in order to 
better serve all the members of our parish and the children who attend our schools. The 
majority of the cost of these projects was financed through generous direct gifts designated by 
parishioners.  Specifically, these gifts were used to install a new sound system in the upper 
church, install new railings in the front entrance, make tonal improvements in the pipe organ in 
the upper church, purchase and refurbish a small pipe organ for the lower church, remodel and 
make more efficient working space in the rectory offices, and construct new kindergarten 
classroom space in the Derenzo Center. The ability of our parish to meet all our future financial 
demands is a function of the ongoing generosity of our parishioners.   
 

Both the elementary and middle schools continue to achieve high overall marks in providing an 
excellent Catholic education. Test results clearly document high overall performance levels on 
both a local and regional basis.  Both schools continue to operate within their respective 
budgets.  The resources available within each school provide the ability to attract and sustain 
high-caliber educators, educational tools, and well-maintained facilities.  Tuition serves as the 
primary source of funds to meet school operating expenses, which are also supplemented each 
year by significant fundraising events, contributions from the School Endowment Fund, and 
financial transfers from parish funds.  



As we look forward to the upcoming fiscal period and the next several years, there is much to 
be accomplished.  We want to create a more welcoming parish gathering place by a complete 
remodeling of the Linse Room in the lower church.  Such a renovation will also require the 
installation of an elevator to make the facility handicapped accessible.   
 

We also want to undertake capital improvements in the elementary school and in the lower and 
upper church. The 100th anniversary of our parish is less than five years away, and planning for 
this celebration will be a wonderful undertaking. The financial resources necessary to fulfill an 
anniversary “wish list” are expected to come from targeted fundraising, not from recurring 
income sources such as the weekly offertory or the Grand Annual collection. 
 

We acknowledge and thank you for all you do to support the financial needs of our parish and 
schools. We respectfully request all parish families, as well as those who are members of other 
parishes with children attending the elementary or middle schools, to consider increasing your 
level of financial support to the parish and/or the schools.  
 

Necessary increases in the weekly offertory, the Grand Annual collection, and fund raising 
events targeted to support the schools are currently not keeping pace with recurring operating 
expenses. Within your means, any incremental support that you are capable of providing in 
these and other funding sources will be greatly appreciated.   
 

We also wish to draw your attention to the Annual Catholic Appeal by which we support the 
wider mission of the Church in the Archdiocese of Boston. Our support of the Annual Catholic 
Appeal also benefits our parish because, once we reach our fair-share assessment, 55% of any 
Appeal donations revert back to us. As a result, to date, our parish has earned a cash rebate of 
$13,600. If we meet our entire Appeal goal of $137,000 by the end of January, our parish stands 
to earn a total of $38,500. We respectfully ask that, if you have not yet given to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal, you would consider making a gift now. Appeal materials are available in the 
Church. 
 

Thank you for your generosity to our parish and for your attention to this letter. For your 
review, please see the attached financial summary for the past fiscal year which ended on June 
30, 2012, as well as the projected budget for 2013. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Branca Wallace, Laura Brooks, Jim Chaston, John Ham, Chris Jantzen, Barry McDonough 

Members of the St. Joseph Parish Finance Council 



WHY WE REQUEST AND RECOMMEND THE USE OF OFFERTORY ENVELOPES: In order to help you 
budget accordingly, envelopes help you to know about upcoming collections. Generally speaking, we find 
that those who use envelopes give intentionally and in a more sustained way. Also, envelopes help us to 
keep accurate records for your use in claiming charitable deductions. We’re not able to give tax records for 
loose cash.  

 

ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER (EFT) IS NOW AVAILABLE: EFT helps you, and also helps us to be 
able to count on regular contributions during snow days and vacation times. Please note: our parish 
offertory envelopes will now have an EFT option in case you wish to have something in hand to place in 
the offertory baskets at Mass. Simply check “EFT” and place the envelope in the basket when it is passed.  

 

In our Sunday parish offertory, we’re asking every parishioner to prayerfully consider what they can give 
each week so that their contribution will be intentional and sustained and that, if possible, everyone will 
consider increasing their regular contribution by even a small amount. We’re not asking for big giving 
from everyone, every week. Not every parishioner is able to give in this way, and we’re in no position to 
judge what people can offer. We only ask that everyone give according to their means. A burden shared by 
everyone is not a burden to anyone.  

 

Please consider this: Last year’s annual October count placed St. Joseph Parish weekly Mass attendance at 
1600 individuals. If we assume that 1000 of those who come here each week are adults, and if everyone 
increased – and sustained – their parish offertory gift by only an additional … 

 $2.00 every week, that would be an extra $104,000 a year in parish income! 
 $3.00 every week, that would be an extra $156,000 a year in parish income! 
 $5.00 every week, that would be an extra $260,000 a year in parish income! 

 

What a blessing this additional income would be for the life of our parish! 

 
------------------------------- It’s not too late to sign up for offertory envelopes or EFT! --------------------------------- 

 

I am interested in using offertory envelopes _____         I am interested in information about EFT ______ 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

--- PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE PARISH OFFICE --- 
 

When St. Paul was taking up a collection for the financial support of the Church in Jerusalem, he asked the 
Corinthian Church to make an offering. This is what he wrote: “Each must do as already determined, without 
sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for 
you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you may have an abundance for every good work” (2 Cor. 
9:7-8). May God bless your gift, given so generously, and may God make every grace abundant for you! 
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