
 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2012 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

This year our Parish Annual Appeal will be held on the weekend of September 29-30.  We rely 

on the Annual Appeal, which is the single largest component of our revenue, as well as the 

weekly and monthly offerings to cover the operating expenses of the parish.     

 

In July, I wrote to you and provided our annual parish income and expenses report for the fiscal 

year July 2011 through June 2012 (FY12).  As noted, we closely monitored and controlled our 

costs and particularly due to the extremely mild winter we were able to complete the year 

covering all our expenses within our income.  In a difficult economy, it is good to be able to 

control our costs and stay within our means.  In the July letter, in the spirit of transparency, I also 

informed you that I would be writing to you again relative to our Parish Annual Appeal, 

providing a budget for July 2012 through June 2013.  The FY13 expense budget is included on 

the reverse side of this letter and amounts to $989,632.00. which is an increase of 2.4% over 

last year’s actual expenses.  Our Parish Finance Council concurs with the budget.  Salaries and 

benefits reflect actual costs needed for the 19 full and part-time clerical and lay employees who 

maintain the liturgical, spiritual, and religious educational life of our parish.  The line item for 

capital improvements and equipment includes replacement of the brick front steps of the rectory, 

painting and plaster repairs in the church and rectory, and the major acquisition of a new grand 

piano for the church which itself will cost $38,500.00.  As you know, Saint Paul Parish has an 

enduring reputation for its fine liturgical and musical programs.  The acquisition of the new 

piano will help insure the continuance of this time-honored tradition.  Relative to the cost of the 

piano, if any parishioner would like to pay for the piano as a memorial to a loved one or to a 

family in general, please contact me at the rectory.  Most of the remaining line items in the 

budget reflect actual costs from last year with slight adjustments for anticipated increased costs.  

 

It is my hope that we will be able to maintain a sound fiscal position this year through your 

generous response to our Annual Appeal.  I personally ask for your most generous support of this 

appeal and that you consider increasing your support from last year.  If you have not 

contributed to this Parish Annual Appeal in the past, I ask that you do so this year so that 

we can continue to provide the services you need as parishioners.  For that reason, it is important 

for every parishioner to support this endeavor.  As I note every year, I am blessed to be pastor 

here at Saint Paul Parish and I appreciate all the various means of support and encouragement 

offered by you, the parishioners.  My prayer is that we all may steadily grow in faith and love as 

we continue the work of Christ and His Church.  God bless you. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

Rev. Richard W. Fitzgerald 

Pastor 

 



 

 

Saint Paul Parish Budget - FY13 -  July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013 

 

 

 Employee Salaries, Compensation and Benefits   412,000.00 

 

 Clergy Stipend, Insurance and Benefits      85,000.00 

 

Pamphlets, Missalettes, Religious Ed. Books      18,000.00 

 

Office, Supplies, Equipment, and Related Expenses     41,000.00 

 

Household          33,000.00 

 

Utilities, Phone, Heat, Water        45,000.00 

 

Property Insurance         12,000.00 

 

Property/Grounds/Building Maintenance and Supplies    95,000.00 

 

Charitable Works/Gifts        41,000.00* 

 

Pastoral/Liturgical/Rel. Ed./Youth Ministry Activities    54,000.00 

 

Capital Improvements/Buildings and Equipment     48,000.00 

 

Transfer to School         50,000.00 

 

Central Administration Assessment                  40,632.00**  

 

Miscellaneous/Other Expenses       15,000.00 

 

Total                    989,632.00 

 

*Part of our charitable works includes monthly aid to four financially challenged inner 

city parishes, St. Patrick, Roxbury, Holy Redeemer, East Boston, St. Monica/St. 

Augustine, South Boston, and Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta, Dorchester; aiding 

individuals in time of personal need; providing sandwiches each month to a shelter in 

Waltham, and support of the annual major fundraising campaign for Blessed John XXIII 

Seminary in Weston. 

 

** Under the Improved Financial Relationship Program with the Archdiocese of which 

our parish was one of the pilot participants, all fees (audit, engineering, hospital 

chaplaincy, etc.) which had been previously individually charged to the parish are now 

part of a monthly assessment to the parish.  Under the program this year, the parish 

receives back 60% of all monies raised in the Archdiocesan Appeal above the parish fair 

share.  This fiscal year we anticipate that we will receive back approximately $36,000.00. 

 


