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January 14, 2009 - Our Lady of Lourdes School To Close In June

Jamaica Plain, MA - No one is immune to the difficult economic challenges being faced by families in Jamaica Plain, 
across the Commonwealth and throughout America, certainly not even the Catholic Church. 

For several years Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and School has been working very hard to maintain Catholic educa-
tion in the local community including very generous contributions of the faculty, staff and the parish to keep the school 
open. Despite a vigorous effort over the past several years to increase enrollment, while balancing financial and 
academic needs, Our Lady of Lourdes School, located at 54 Brookside Avenue, Jamaica Plain, MA announced it will 
close at the conclusion of the current academic year in June 2009. 

A major consideration in announcing the closing has been a steady and significant budget deficit each year resulting 
in a current academic year shortfall of $240,000. Assuming current conditions, anticipated projections suggest a defi-
cit that would be equal to or surpass this year’s deficit. In making the announcement, Rev. Brendan P. Buckley, OFM 
Cap, Pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, said, “The decision to close Our Lady of Lourdes School comes after 
much review of the facts, consultation and reflection. We make this announcement with a heavy heart but confident 
in the knowledge that we can continue to provide the families of Jamaica Plain with a strong Catholic educational op-
tion. Working with our very dedicated teachers, who literally offered to give of their own resources, we tried to make it 
work. However, declining enrollment combined with a significant deficit, increased costs and the hard reality of today’s 
economy make it impossible to keep the school operating.” 

Working with parents, faculty, and the Catholic School Office of the Archdiocese of Boston, every student currently en-
rolled will be offered a seat in one of the neighboring Catholic schools. Teachers and staff will have the opportunity to 
apply for other positions at Catholic schools within the Archdiocese of Boston. 


