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February 6, 2009 - South Boston Catholic Academy Announces Announces Appointment of First Principal

South Boston, MA - February 6, 2009 -- South Boston Catholic Academy announced today that Nancy D. Carr has 
been appointed principal of the newly formed Catholic school set to open in September 2009. Mrs. Carr currently 
serves as Principal at Saint Brigid School. In December 2008 it was announced that a new Catholic school will be 
established in South Boston to open in September 2009, to provide for the needs of the students currently attending 
Gate of Heaven School and St. Brigid School. 

In making the principal’s announcement, Very Rev. Robert E. Casey, V.F., Pastor at Gate of Heaven Parish and St. 
Brigid Parish said, “Mrs. Carr is an established leader in the education community. She is anxious to help lead us 
through the merging our two schools over the next six months as we open South Boston Catholic Academy next Fall. 
I know that she will be relying on the faculty, staff, home & school associations, and parents of both our schools to as-
sure that the transition is a great experience for all involved.”

Mrs. Carr said, “It is a blessing and an honor to be able to serve the families and community of South Boston as 
principal of the newly established South Boston Catholic Academy. Our gift to the students of the two schools merging 
to create this new Catholic school is an outstanding educational experience, improved facilities and a strong com-
mitment to provide an academically enriching environment. Thank you to our parents and parish leaders who have 
entrusted me with this wonderful opportunity to contribute to the learning experience for their children.”

A resident of Milton, Mrs. Carr is a �980 graduate of the University of Massachusetts with a degree in Elementary 
education. Principal at St. Brigid School since 2007, Mrs. Carr successfully implemented a self-funded extended day 
program, introduced Word Masters (a vocabulary enrichment program), introduced the purchase of classroom interac-
tive whiteboards, strengthened the Spanish curriculum by doubling teaching and learning time, as well as supported 
professional development of faculty through Regis College and Emmanuel College math, science, language arts 
workshops and courses. Previously she taught 4th grade at St. Mark’s School in Dorchester and served in the Milton 
school system. 

The search for the position of principal began in early December 2008. During the month of January candidates were 
interviewed for the position. The 3-part interview process included parents, teachers, school administrators, and the 
Archdiocesan Catholic School Office. Sr. Patricia McCarthy, CSJ, principal of Gate of Heaven School, did not apply 
for the new position. 

Dr. Mary Grassa O’Neill, who is the Secretary for Education/Superintendent for Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of 
Boston said, “We are thrilled to welcome Nancy Carr as the first principal at the newly created South Boston Catholic 
Academy. She brings a strong commitment to Catholic education, great energy, the respect of her peers and a solid 
track record of accomplishment to this position.”

Currently, over 300 students are registered for the next academic year. Fr. Casey added, “It is promising to see that 
some grade levels are near full and we will shortly begin waiting lists for those grade levels. It is a great sign for the 
future of our new school! “

Registration continues to be open, parents are encouraged to contact Mrs. Carr. Fr. Casey is encouraging parents to 
become involved in the yet-to-be established “South Boston Catholic Academy Home & School Association”which will 
plan school spirit events, as well as fundraise for the new school. 


